INDONESIA: BALANCING THE
UNITED STATES AND CHINA,
AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE
Dr Natasha Hamilton-Hart and Dr Dave McRae
November 2015

Table of contents
In its short history, the United States Studies Centre
at the University of Sydney has established itself as an
internationally recognised authority on American studies
outside of the United States. Spanning the study of
politics and policy, economics and business, culture and
society, the Centre fulfils its mission through education,
research, public outreach, and policy initiatives.
The Centre provides knowledge and expertise in public
policy issues of interest and importance to both Australia
and the United States through its thought leadership
initiatives, one of which is the Emerging US Security
Partnerships in South-East Asia project.

Acknowledgments
This paper is part of a wider research and outreach project
on emerging US security partnerships in South-East Asia
supported by a grant from the John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation.
The authors would like to thank the Center for Strategic
and International Studies Jakarta for their assistance in
organising an expert workshop to review and critique
an earlier version of this study in May 2015. The authors
would also like to thank the John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation for its generous support, and the
United States Studies Centre at the University of Sydney
for leading and organising the project on Emerging US
Security Partnerships in South-East Asia.

United States Studies Centre
Institute Building (H03)
The University of Sydney NSW 2006
Phone:
Email:
Twitter:
Website:

+61 2 9351 7249
us-studies@sydney.edu.au
@ussc
ussc.edu.au

Cover photo: Mount Bromo, East Java, Indonesia (iStock)

Research conclusions are derived independently
and authors represent their own view, rather than an
institutional one of the United States Studies Centre.

Executive summary

01

Introduction

03

1. The strategic context of Indonesia

04

2. Indonesia’s relations with China

08

3. Indonesia’s relations with
the United States

12

4. Balancing the United
States and China

16

5. Unfolding changes
under Joko Widodo

20

Conclusions

24

Tables

25

Endnotes

26

About the authors

33

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

Executive summary
Indonesia maintains a strong commitment to the foundational principle that the country
should adopt a “free and active” foreign policy. This commitment means that Indonesia
will not enter into a formal alliance, but will actively pursue enhanced bilateral ties with
both the United States and China.
S
 ince independence, Indonesia has maintained a relatively cooperative and mutually
supportive relationship with the United States. The current security partnership is limited
by Indonesia’s current operating and strategic capacities, and a desire to maintain a
diverse range of cooperative relationships.
Indonesia’s relationship with China has been subject to sharp shifts, and while
Indonesia seeks to benefit from closer economic relations with an economically rising
China, the rise also underscores a persistent wariness in Indonesia that is likely to
remain a limiting factor in the bilateral relationship.

A country on the rise, Indonesia upholds a flexible
foreign policy that allows it to productively engage with
both the United States and China. Indonesian strategic
thinking is dominated by the rise of China, the response
to that rise, and how the rise will affect regional security
architecture. Though Indonesia shares, and has
historically shared, positive ties with the United States,
Indonesia will avoid entering into an alliance and will
continue to enmesh with both the United States and
China. Indonesia places great importance on strong
regional infrastructure, with ASEAN at the core, to
maintain regional stability and to facilitate cooperation.
By cementing regional institutions, Indonesia hopes
to “engage and constrain” both China and the United
States, especially in the face of increased Chinese
assertiveness from 2010 onwards.

In a recent visit to the United States, Joko Widodo
and Barack Obama committed to establishing a
Strategic Partnership as well as an annual ministerial
strategic dialogue — the next steps in the positive
relationship between these two countries. Members
of the Indonesian foreign policy community mostly
view the United States as a fundamentally benign and
trustworthy power, whereas Sino–Indonesian ties are
tethered by an inherent wariness of Chinese intentions.
Indonesia will continue to enjoy its middle-power status
and largely benign external strategic environment.
Time will tell if the changing South-East Asian
security environment will deliver Indonesia, as Jokowi
describes, “big country” status.

This report may be cited as:
Natasha Hamilton-Hart and Dave McRae, “Indonesia: Balancing the United States and China, Aiming
for Independence,” United States Studies Centre at the University of Sydney, November 2015.
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Introduction
Indonesia’s starting point in its relations with the United States
and China is a “free and active” foreign policy, under which
Indonesia avoids alliances with major powers and aims to play
a constructive, pro-active role in international affairs.
In practice, Indonesia has had closer foreign policy
relations with the United States than with China over
a long period. At present, however, the calibration of
Indonesia’s ties with these two major powers is under
renewed scrutiny, owing to the increased emphasis
under the government of new president Joko Widodo
on developing ties with China.
Against this background, this study provides an
assessment of Indonesia’s relations with the United
States and China, with a particular focus on security-

related ties. After describing Indonesia’s strategic
context, the study assesses Indonesia’s ties with China
and the United States, showing that while China has
become more important as an economic partner, the
relationship with the United States is more substantive
on security issues. We then examine how Indonesia
has balanced ties with each nation and conclude with
a discussion of the foreign policy changes unfolding
under Jokowi.

Image: Rainer Lesniewski

3

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

1.

The strategic context of Indonesia
Indonesia faces a largely benign, if worsening, external
strategic environment.1 Defence planners assessed
the risk of an invasion or military aggression towards
Indonesia to be small in each of the country’s two most
recent defence white papers, in 2008 and 2003.2 That
assessment is unaltered by the key emerging strategic
risk Indonesia faces, namely increasing competition in
South-East Asia between China and the United States.
The absence of a direct threat helps explain Indonesia’s
decision not to invest heavily over the past decade to
increase its limited defence capabilities. It also reduces
Indonesia’s incentive to significantly deepen security
partnerships with other states. Indeed, its relatively
benign strategic environment has made seeking
international influence with limited capabilities a viable
strategy for the Indonesian government, both to its
domestic political audience3 and in security terms.4
In fact, new president Joko Widodo — also known
as “Jokowi” — presents Asia’s changing strategic
environment to a domestic audience as an opportunity,
saying during his election campaign that the global
political and economic shift to Asia was Indonesia’s
chance to become a “big country.”
Sukma identifies three main external challenges to
Indonesia’s security: growing rivalry between China
and the United States, the South China Sea conflict,
and territorial disputes with neighbouring countries.
Of these, territorial disputes pose the least problem.5
Although Indonesia acknowledges unresolved
sections of its maritime border with ten countries,
and also has unresolved sections of land border with
three of these countries6, the security threat posed
by these border sections has been negligible. For at
least the past decade, there have been no serious
military confrontations over these border sections,
nor has Indonesia been coerced into ceding territory.
Sukma also cites the challenge of securing Indonesia’s
borders, noting the entry without permission of a US air
force transport plane into Indonesian airspace in 2011.7
Similarly, Australian navy and customs vessels made
six unauthorised entries into Indonesian waters in 2013
and 2014.8 In the near term, Indonesia is unlikely to
have the capacity to forcibly prevent such entries.
Indonesia does have an additional maritime boundary
dispute outside of these cases, caused by an overlap
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between its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and
China’s nine-dashed line in the South China Sea. It
is official Indonesian policy not to acknowledge this
dispute; hence Indonesia is not generally considered to
be one of the four South-East Asian South China Sea
claimants. Although unacknowledged, this overlap has
resulted in several incidents in which Chinese maritime
security vessels have successfully demanded the return
of detained Chinese fishermen from Indonesian patrol
vessels within Indonesia’s EEZ.9 Since the most recent
of these incidents, Indonesia has started to increase
its force deployment to the nearby Riau Islands.
Indonesia’s military commander General Moeldoko,
retired as of July 2015, highlighted China’s overlapping
claim in an opinion piece in the Wall Street Journal
in 2014, calling the claim the source of Indonesian
“dismay.”10 Moeldoko called on China and the United
States to cooperate to maintain peace in the South
China Sea, warning each power that their conduct in
the dispute would shape regional perceptions of them.
Moeldoko’s piece shows that the South China Sea is
bound up in the third challenge that Sukma highlights,
namely the “emerging reality” of US–China rivalry in
South-East Asia. Beyond this rivalry’s potential impacts
on regional stability, Sukma sees a threat in its potential
to polarise South-East Asia, thereby compromising
“ASEAN’s role as a ‘manager of regional order’,” a
role that Indonesia strongly supports.11 For Indonesia,
at least the appearance of ASEAN unity is important,
because of the way Indonesia uses ASEAN-centred
forums as platforms for a broader regional and global
role.12 The importance of ASEAN unity to Indonesia
famously saw then foreign minister Marty Natalegawa
engage in shuttle diplomacy to obtain a joint statement
from ASEAN countries on the South China Sea after
the issue had left the Phnom Penh ASEAN summit
deadlocked without a concluding statement in 2012.
Nevertheless, a US–China conflict scenario that would
force states to choose sides is much more likely in
north-east Asia than in South-East Asia, where the
likelihood of a serious military clash is lower.13
Indonesia’s stance on US–China rivalry is a preference
for no one preponderant power in South-East
Asia, expressed through the concept of “dynamic
equilibrium.” This preference is consistent with
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the core Indonesian principle of a “free and active”
foreign policy, under which Indonesia cannot enter
into alliances with major powers and aims to play a
constructive pro-active role in international affairs.
This position notwithstanding, a senior Indonesian
foreign affairs official remarked in 2013 that Indonesia
knows Pax Americana and has no complaints about it.14
Indeed, as the following pages demonstrate, although
Indonesia remains formally non-aligned, its foreign
policy community as a whole is much warier of China
than the United States.
Indonesian leaders describe the geo-strategic shift to
Asia that US–China rivalry reflects as an opportunity for
Indonesia. This shift represents Jokowi’s government’s
core foreign policy ambition to establish Indonesia as a
“global maritime fulcrum” and rests on the increasing
importance to global commerce of maritime traffic
through Indonesia between the Pacific and Indian
oceans. Cook also sees a “wealth of opportunities”
for South-East Asian states in increasing major power
attention to the region.15 With no need for South-East
Asian States to side exclusively with the United States,
China, India, or Japan, he argues states have the
opportunity to increase access to major power markets
and obtain a range of goods from any combination of
these powers.

Indonesia’s foreign policy
decision makers
Through four constitutional amendments between
1999 and 2002, Indonesia has adopted a presidential
system of government, with the president nominated
by political parties but directly elected for a maximum
of two five-year terms. Either the president or the 560
member legislature (DPR) may propose legislation,
which must then be jointly agreed upon to be enacted.
The president must also obtain the agreement of the
DPR to conclude international treaties. The minister for
foreign affairs is one of three ministers mentioned in
the constitution.
Muhammad Hadianto Wirajuda, son of former
Indonesian foreign minister Hassan Wirajuda, provides
an overview of the foreign policy actors in democratic

Indonesia.16 He describes the president and the foreign
minister and foreign ministry, also known as “Kemlu”
for short in Bahasa Indonesian, as the key policy actors,
because of their authority to make decisions and the
ministry’s technical expertise. The relative roles of
these two actors has varied according to the priorities
of each president: Megawati Sukarnoputri largely
delegated foreign policy to Wirajuda’s father as foreign
minister, whereas Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono formed
his own special staff office to increase his autonomy
from the ministry.17 Current president Jokowi is not
expected to play a dominant role in foreign policy owing
to his inexperience.
Beyond these decision makers, Wirajuda continues,
a range of other actors vie for influence. The DPR is
influential because of its
constitutional mandate
to provide oversight Indonesian leaders describe the
to the government,
geo-strategic shift to Asia that
agree to treaties, and
screen ambassadorial US–China rivalry reflects as an
a p p o i n t m e n t s . opportunity for Indonesia. This shift
Whereas
Wirajuda
represents Jokowi’s government’s
sees a quite limited
role for the DPR in core foreign policy ambition to
international
affairs, establish Indonesia as a “global
Rüland concludes that maritime fulcrum” and rests on
the DPR has pushed the
the increasing importance to
government towards
a more nationalist and global commerce of maritime
self-interested foreign traffic through Indonesia between
policy.18 He cites a the Pacific and Indian oceans.
range of treaties that
the DPR has either
refused to ratify or delayed for years, including the
ASEAN Charter (delayed and ratified with addendum),
ASEAN transnational haze pollution agreement
(rejected six years after the government signed),
and the Indonesia–Singapore Defence Cooperation
Agreement (rejected).19
Specific advisors may be influential under different
presidents, based on personal connections. Wirajuda
cites Dino Patti Djalal as particularly influential under
Yudhoyono; Rizal Sukma (executive director of the
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Jakarta;

5

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

proposed by government in 2015 as Indonesian
ambassador to the United Kingdom) and Luhut
Panjaitan (formerly the president’s chief of staff; since
August 2015 coordinating minister for political, legal,
and security affairs) are widely considered as influential
advisors to Jokowi.20 Wirajuda also credits Sukma with
providing, from outside of government, the initial idea
for the ASEAN Political Security Community.21
Other state agencies may have competing agendas to
the president or the ministry of foreign affairs. A clear
example is the military. In early 2014, for example,
then
armed
forces
commander Moeldoko
contradicted
the
It remains to be seen whether
government’s position
of rejecting Australia’s
Moeldoko’s successor, General
practice of towing back
Gatot Nurmantyo, will also
asylum seeker boats,
publicly outline policy positions
saying
Australia’s
at odds with the government.
defence force chief had
contacted him directly
and he considered the
policy “reasonable.”22 Moeldoko’s Wall Street Journal
opinion piece on the South China Sea also sparked
debate among observers as to whether it contradicted
government policy.
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public expectation for a strong Indonesia able to exert
broad influence in international affairs was one of the
factors that pushed both the Yudhoyono and Jokowi
governments to adopt an active foreign policy stance.
Democratic governments must respond to such
pressure, which, in any case, dovetails with ambitions
within the foreign policy community for a broader role.
Indonesia’s limited resources to prosecute this agenda
have seen it adopt a “power of ideas” approach to the
more expansive elements of its foreign policy agenda,
however, such as its desire to influence conflict
situations in Palestine and Syria.23

It remains to be seen whether Moeldoko’s successor,
General Gatot Nurmantyo, will also publicly outline
policy positions at odds with the government. Another
visible example is capital punishment, where proabolitionist statements made by the foreign minister
in 2012 were directly contradicted by the coordinating
minister for political, legal, and security affairs during
the same press conference.

Indonesia’s outward looking focus of the past decade
has also been enabled by improvements in domestic
security. With the exception of Aceh, the large-scale
conflicts that accompanied Indonesia’s democratic
transition in 1998 had halted or diminished by 2002.
At their height, these simultaneous security crises
left Indonesia with a shortage of troops to deploy.24
Although the situation had improved, upon coming
to power in 2004 then-president Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono nevertheless faced multiple security
challenges. Uppermost was the seemingly intractable
and hugely costly ethno-nationalist civil war in Aceh.
Also important was the lower-intensity ethnonationalist violence in Papua. A third priority was to
terminate sporadic inter-religious violence in Poso
and Maluku, in eastern Indonesia, that had persisted
after larger-scale conflicts in each area diminished.
On top of these conflicts, Yudhoyono also faced the
task of overcoming jihadi terrorist networks, which
were responsible for at least one large-scale national
bombing attack each year between 2000 and 2005,
and were also intertwined in the violence in Maluku
and Poso.

Public pressure can also affect Indonesian foreign
policy on specific issues. A clear example is the
Indonesian government’s emphasis since 2011 on
protecting its citizens from the death penalty abroad.
Indonesia scaled up its advocacy after public outcry
at the government’s perceived inaction in assisting a
female domestic worker who was executed in Saudi
Arabia in 2011. Since then, the government has
frequently announced tallies of Indonesians it claims
to have saved from the death penalty. More generally,

Yudhoyono took no effective action on Papua, but
he addressed each of the other security challenges
within his first term in government. Latterly, Poso has
suffered further sporadic violence as jihadi networks
have partially regenerated there. The Syria conflict
has also re-energised jihadi networks more broadly
across Indonesia, raising concerns that returnees from
combat in Syria could restore some of the diminished
capacity of these networks to conduct large-scale
terror attacks.25
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Military capabilities
Although domestic security has improved markedly,
Indonesia’s security forces still have limited ability to
defend Indonesia’s territory, let alone to project force.
According to Sebastian and Gindarsah:
Both scholars and military officers are in general
agreement that the TNI’s force structure is
far below the “minimum essential force”
requirements necessary to “defend state
sovereignty and maintain territorial integrity,”
especially in its Exclusive Economic Zones and
Indonesia’s Archipelagic Sea lanes.26
Partly due to funding problems, the military had been
allowed to run down to very low levels of force readiness
prior to enacting this minimum essential force concept.
Defence experts also judge that Indonesia will fail
to fund the minimum essential force-modernisation
agenda. Yudhoyono set a defence spending target of
1.5 per cent of GDP, but expenditure remained below 1
per cent throughout his administration. Jokowi did not
increase defence spending significantly in his amended
2015 budget. He proposed a 6 per cent cut in real terms
to defence spending in the draft 2016 budget, although
this cut remains under debate. By contrast, Schreer
cites private estimates by TNI officials that Indonesia
would need to spend at least 2 per cent of GDP on
defence to meet the minimum essential force goals.27

reforms as reflecting a grand bargain between civilian
and military leaders, whereby “civilian leaders respect
[the military’s] institutional autonomy and overlook
its lack of accountability” in return for the military’s
disengagement from politics.31 Without adequate
civilian oversight, the military has continued to pressure
for a role in domestic security matters, particularly
in counter-terrorism — which is handled almost
exclusively by the police — but also in Indonesia’s
anti-narcotics efforts, in securing local transportation
hubs32, and providing military personnel to serve as
supplementary prison wardens.33
In short, Indonesia is likely to continue to possess
only limited military capabilities in the short term.
The Jokowi government’s maritime fulcrum concept,
may spur greater efforts to upgrade Indonesia’s naval
capacity. To succeed, however, such efforts would
need to overcome the considerable obstacles outlined
above.

Although Indonesian defence spending levels are
comparatively low, absolute spending levels are
not the only obstacle the TNI faces in increasing
its capabilities.28 Defence experts also highlight
questionable procurement and outdated strategic
doctrine that means Indonesia does not maximise
capability gains from its spending.29
Part of the problem is inadequate civilian oversight,
stemming from incomplete military reform. Although
the military ceded its roles in politics and the
bureaucracy after 1998, it retains control of the
Ministry of Defence and has maintained its territorial
command structure, whereby a proportion of forces
are deployed in commands roughly parallel to the
civilian administration structure, down to the subdistrict
level.30 Honna interprets these incomplete military
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2.

Indonesia’s relations with China
Indonesia’s relationship with China has been subject
to sharp shifts. In the early years of Indonesia’s
independence, links with China were important and
Indonesia played a pivotal role in China’s emergence
as a third world country at the Bandung Conference
in 1955.34 As Indonesia’s relationship with the United
States worsened from the late 1950s, Indonesia’s
President Sukarno declared an “anti-imperialist axis”
that included Peking in 1965.35 Sukarno was toppled
by the military and other anti-communist groups in
1966 and the successor New Order regime was quick
to associate Indonesia’s communist movement with
China, and to accuse the Chinese of interference in
Indonesia.36 Those accused of an association with
communism were either killed or imprisoned, and the
new government severed diplomatic relations with
China in 1967. The foreign policy elite in Indonesia
still draws upon a deeply biased history of Chinese
“interference” in generating beliefs about China as a
foreign policy actor.37 Coupled with popular resentment
of Indonesia’s ethnic Chinese minority, this creates
a reservoir of anti-Chinese sentiment that at times
affects the bilateral relationship, although much less so
now than in the 1990s and earlier.

Diplomatic and militaryto-military relations
The New Order’s obsessive anti-communism meant
that diplomatic ties with China were not restored until
1990.38 The relationship gained momentum after the
installation of President Abdurrahman Wahid at the end
of 1999, when the Indonesian side declared a desire
for elevated ties. In 2002, Megawati visited China,
accompanied by a large Indonesian business delegation.
A major step came in 2005, with the conclusion of a
Strategic Partnership agreement, launched during a
presidential visit by Hu Jintao to Indonesia. A meeting
to develop a Plan of Action to develop the Partnership
appears to have occurred in 2010.39 In October 2013,
the agreement was upgraded to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, with commitments to cooperate
across a broad range of functional fields, from
education to military activities.40 An influential member
of the foreign policy elite views the 2005 partnership
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as “the basis for what is fundamentally a stable and
mutually beneficial relationship.”41 However, it remains
one where substantive cooperation has lagged official
declarations of intent.
Military links between the two countries developed
from around 2000. Indonesian military delegations
went to China in 2000 and 2001, organised by the
ambassador in Beijing, a retired army general.42 In 2002,
then defence minister, Matori Abdul Djalil asserted
that Indonesia would broaden its military links with a
wider range of countries, including China. A Defence
Consultation Forum was agreed to in 2007 and highlevel meetings of military and defence officials have
increased since. Then Indonesian defence minister
Purnomo Yusgiantoro met with counterpart Chang
Wanquan in December 2013 in Jakarta in an explicit
follow-up to the presidential announcement that the
Comprehensive Partnership would include increased
defence cooperation.43
In 2011, the first joint exercises between the Indonesian
army special forces, Kopassus, and PLA counterparts
were held in Bandung, marking the start of a series
of operational military-to-military contacts. Known as
Sharp Knife 2011, the exercises took place over nearly
a two-week time period and encompassed a range of
anti-terrorism drills.44 This exercise appears to be taking
place on an annual basis, with Sharp Knife 2012 held in
Shandong Province, led at the major general level on
both sides.45 In 2013, Sharp Knife Airborne expanded
to include the Indonesian Air Force special forces and
the PLA Air Force, in a week-long exercise involving
about 200 personnel.46 The two air forces repeated the
exercise again in 2014, this time in China.47
Military exercises have since expanded to include other
air force units and the two countries’ navies. At the end
of 2013, Indonesia’s defence minister announced that
Indonesian and Chinese naval personnel would hold a
joint exercise in the South China Sea and also that the
Indonesian Air Force planned to send pilots to attend
an aviation course in Beijing, to make use of simulator
training for the Sukhoi 27 and Sukhoi 30 aircraft.48 In
February 2014, Indonesia’s military chief Moeldoko,
made a high profile visit to China and affirmed he
expected increased military-to military contacts,
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asserting Indonesia was ready to cooperate with “any
country, including China, to maintain stability in the
region.” According to the news reports at the time,
Indonesia had invited China to take part in the major
multinational Komodo exercise to be held in March
in the South China Sea waters of Indonesia’s Natuna
islands.49 The PLA Navy sent an amphibious dock
landing ship, two helicopters, one medical detachment,
and one engineer detachment to the “humanitarian
disaster relief” exercise that also involved the other
ASEAN countries, Russia, South Korea, Japan, India,
and the United States.50
Following a 2011 agreement to pursue defence industrial
cooperation, China and Indonesia were reported to be
holding talks on local production of anti-ship missiles,
the C-705, as part of the first substantive bilateral
defence industry cooperation meeting in July 2012.51
Moves to increase defence industry cooperation and
procure equipment from Chinese sources reflect an
Indonesian desire to diversify sources of weapons and
other military equipment after the US embargo in the
1990s. The diversification program has seen Indonesia
now rely on a broad range of countries for its military
supplies, with Chinese sources accounting for only 1
per cent of weapons systems.52
Indonesia allowed the passage of Chinese naval vessels
through Indonesian waters near Australia in February
2014. The Chinese vessels, including submarines

and helicopter carriers, were returning to China from
anti-piracy training in the Gulf of Aden.53 A Chinese
naval presence in Indonesian waters again occurred
following the Air Asia civilian flight disappearance in
late December 2014.54
Overall, bilateral military cooperation has increased, but
from a very low base. The almost complete absence
of defence cooperation between China and Indonesia
at the time the Strategic Partnership was launched
in 2005 was anomalous in view of China’s extensive
bilateral exchanges, military visits, and joint exercises
with a wide range of other countries.55

Economic relations
China’s economic growth has led to a rapid escalation
of trade and investment links with Indonesia. Tables 1
and 2 capture the changing structure of the economic
relationship. As late as 2006, the United States was
still a larger export market for Indonesian goods than
China and Hong Kong combined. In 2009, as a result
of the US financial crisis and economic slump, China
became Indonesia’s most important market even
without including exports to Hong Kong. Since then,
even though exports to the United States have picked
up, the rate of growth in exports to China has outpaced
growth in exports to the United States. China’s exports
to Indonesia have exceeded those of the United States

Indonesian
President Joko
Widodo met with
Chinese President
Xi Jinping in
November 2014

Photo: Ministry of
Foreign Affairs,
the People’s
Republic of China
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since the early 2000s. Indonesian exports to China
are mostly of raw materials, which are less directly
exposed to shifts in third country demand for goods
re-exported from China. While Indonesia consistently
exports substantially more to the United States than it
imports from that country, its trade in goods with China
shows a consistent and large deficit.56
There is no bilateral free trade agreement (FTA) that
provides for preferential trade between Indonesia
and China. Trade barriers were reduced somewhat
under the terms of the China–ASEAN FTA, signed in
November 2002, with provisions for trade in goods
coming into effect in 2005 and trade in services in
2007. Apprehension on the Indonesian side has seen
significant areas carved out of the FTA, although
Chinese
willingness
to grant the ASEAN
countries
“early
There is no bilateral free trade
harvest” benefits did
agreement that provides for
reduce resistance.57

preferential trade between
Indonesia and China.

In
the
investment
sphere, business links
with China date as far
back as the 1970s,
mediated by the personal connections of ethnic
Chinese Indonesian businesspeople. By the 1990s,
some of the wealthiest Indonesian tycoons had
substantial interests in Hong Kong and China.58 In the
last two decades, however, the focus has been on
the potential for Chinese investment in Indonesia. A
Bilateral Investment Treaty signed in 1994 provides
for a fairly standard set of investor legal rights. Official
Indonesian sources record the first Chinese direct
investment in Indonesia as a single project in 1995
with a value of US$1.4 million in the chemical and
pharmaceutical industry, although anecdotal evidence
points to occasional Chinese investments before then.
Through to 2003, Chinese foreign direct investment
(FDI) in Indonesia remained minimal, with fewer than
ten projects recorded yearly.59 Since then, Chinese
investment in Indonesia has picked up, with a raft of
new agreements signed in the last three years.
Table 2 presents indicators of bilateral FDI flows and
the stock of Chinese direct investment in Indonesia.
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These figures should be interpreted cautiously. The
use of informal channels and round tripping through
offshore centres means that reported figures probably
underestimate bilateral flows.60 On the other hand,
other sources almost certainly overstate Chinese
investments in Indonesia. Large discrepancies as
to the magnitude of flows are common across
different sources, and Indonesia’s foreign investment
coordinating agency (BKPM) does not record direct
investment in mining service contracts, the oil and gas
sector, or financial services.
Indonesia has actively courted Chinese investment
since the early 2000s, a feature of successive highlevel visits to China since 2002. During Vice President
Jusuf Kalla’s visit to China in 2007, a loan of US$800
million was announced, to support investments in
infrastructure and resource extraction.61 According to
one source, a large number of Chinese investments
came with the visit of some 1,000 Chinese
businesspeople in 2008.62 According to the Chinese
embassy in Jakarta, the visit yielded agreements for
US$1.859 billion in investment projects.63
The realisation of these projects has been slow.
Although Chinese state-owned enterprises (SOEs)
have pledged large investments in Indonesia’s
resources and infrastructure sectors, many announced
deals have been delayed.64 Chinese FDI is still relatively
insignificant compared to Indonesia’s largest sources
of FDI; total Chinese FDI reported by BKPM over the
period from 2010 to 2014 was just 4 per cent of the
amount invested from Singapore and equivalent to
about 14 per cent of that from the United States. The
agency reported that of the $18.4 billion in Chinese
investment announced over the preceding five years,
only 6 per cent had materialised, although an official
claimed large increases in Chinese investment were
forthcoming.65
Several sources report frustrations and difficulties
faced by Chinese companies operating in Indonesia,
although several projects have been significant.66 One
vehicle for Chinese investment has been the China–
ASEAN Investment Cooperation Fund, known as
CAF. Although CAF has a mandate for ASEAN-wide
investments, the composition of its advisory board
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suggests a strong Indonesia focus.67 According to the
World Bank Group’s International Finance Corporation
(IFC), which is a shareholder, the CAF target size is
$1 billion.68 Another Chinese sovereign wealth fund
investing in Indonesia is China Investment Corporation,
CIC, which has waded into the convoluted and
contested business dealings of Aburizal Bakrie’s Bumi
Resources, with a $1.3 billion debt-for-equity swap on
the table.69
In late 2013, alongside the signing of the expanded
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, a raft of
investment deals were announced. The reported
value of these deals ranged between $28 billion and
$33 billion, and included projects from commodity
and minerals processing to infrastructure and air
transport.70 Again, an impressive number of projected
business investments and financing agreements were
announced at the end of 2014, along with twelve
separate investment agreements.71 At the urging of
Chinese business groups, BKPM agreed to establish
a China desk to facilitate Chinese investments in
Indonesia and help overcome numerous regulatory and
other obstacles to business operations.72
Overall, there has been significant development in
the bilateral economic relationship, driven by China’s
rapid growth, demand for resources, and diplomatic
objectives.73 Chinese government-owned banks,
SOEs, and sovereign wealth funds, operating alongside
private Chinese investors, appear to be the pivotally
instrumental actors in actually implementing deals
announced at the presidential level.

The Comprehensive Partnership agenda includes a
range of scientific and cultural initiatives, but these are
either very modest or do not seem to include concrete
pathways to realisation. Educational links have risen
sharply and the Chinese side has sponsored a number
of scholarship and exchange programs.75 Indonesian
interest in Chinese education has developed over
the last 15 years, with a rapidly growing number
of Indonesian students studying in China, from an
estimated 1,000 in 1998 to 15,000 at present.76
Language remains a barrier to people-to-people
links, especially when compared with connections
with the United States, which are fostered by the
much more widespread use of English compared to
Mandarin in Indonesia. Indonesia’s ethnic Chinese are
still potentially the target of anti-Chinese sentiment
and hence relatively marginalised as cultural bridges
outside of the business sphere. Only two Indonesian
universities were reported as offering programs in
Chinese literature as of 2010.77 People-to-people
contacts have increased markedly in the last decade,
and Beijing has initiated efforts to develop contacts
with individuals outside of government.78 In comparison
with the depth and breadth of links between Indonesia
and the United States, however, people-to-people ties
with China have a long way to go.

Social, cultural and
educational ties
After the resumption of diplomatic relations in 1990,
the two sides moved slowly to develop a range of
people-to-people links. Bilateral tourism agreements
in the early 2000s helped boost travel between the
two countries, with Chinese visitors now accounting
for 11 per cent of all foreign tourists in Indonesia.74 A
November 2014 government decision grants Chinese
citizens visa-free entry to Indonesia, which will further
increase the numbers of Chinese visitors.
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3.

Indonesia’s relations with the United States
For most of the period since its independence in 1949,
Indonesia has maintained a cooperative and mutually
supportive relationship with the United States. One
of the most notable exceptions to this overall point
was the hostility triggered by American support for
separatist rebellions in the late 1950s.79 But even at
the worst point of relations with Indonesian President
Sukarno, American officials and military personnel
developed close connections with Indonesian military
officers and others opposed to Sukarno.80 Despite its
declaratory commitment to a “free and active” foreign
policy that eschewed formal alliances, Indonesia was
clearly aligned with the US side during the Cold War.81
Members of the Indonesian foreign policy community
mostly view the United States as a fundamentally
benign and trustworthy power.82 A 2013 report on
the bilateral relationship, co-authored by a former
US deputy ambassador to Indonesia, testifies to the
depth and breadth of the relationship, not only in the
substantive cooperation it describes, but also in the
line-up of senior Indonesian executives, ministers, and
opinion-makers consulted in its preparation.83
Indonesia’s democratisation and America’s need
for allies in support of its “war on terror” from 2001
saw the resumption of security cooperation and the
shelving of human rights concerns raised by the United
States in the 1990s.84 Washington made significant
overtures to enhance the bilateral relationship
during the George W. Bush presidency, despite the
Indonesian public’s strong opposition to US-led wars
in Afghanistan and Iraq, as well as American support
for Israel. The US image was significantly improved
by its highly supportive response to the devastating
tsunami that hit Indonesia at the end of 2004. The
Bush administration enjoyed good relations with the
Megawati and Yudhoyono governments, offered
both leaders formal state visits to the United States,
and supported the inclusion of Indonesia in the G-20.
Warmth in the relationship developed with the election
of President Barack Obama. As put by a senior member
of the foreign policy community, “On the Indonesian
side, the hope for a more benign United States — after
years of a belligerent America under President Bush —
is widespread.”85
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Diplomatic relations
Yudhoyono first proposed that Jakarta and Washington
sign a “comprehensive partnership to broaden and
deepen relations between the two countries” in
November 2008.86 When Hillary Clinton made her
first visit to Asia upon becoming secretary of state,
her decision to include Indonesia — second on the
itinerary after Japan but before China and South
Korea — was widely interpreted as portending a new
emphasis on developing the bilateral relationship.87
Some commentators were quick to pick up on Clinton’s
passing reference to Indonesia as an emerging power
with which the administration would be aiming to create
a “multi-partner world.”88 Shortly afterwards, Clinton
signed the ASEAN Treaty of Amity and Cooperation
(TAC).89 Although not making the headlines, diplomatic
cooperation in 2009 also included an agreement on
capacity building for Indonesia’s diplomats.90
The Comprehensive Partnership between the two
countries was officially inaugurated during Obama’s
visit to Indonesia in November 2010.91 A senior
Indonesian diplomat at the time — now Indonesia’s
foreign minister — described the comprehensive
partnership as an attempt “to frame the structure of
the relationship, agree on the priorities and how to
achieve the target” so that “the relation[ship] becomes
more predictable and measurable.”92 The Indonesian
side also saw it as a strategic asset, both to develop
Indonesia’s global role and as something that would
contribute to regional security. The US–Indonesia
partnership held its inaugural Joint Commission meeting
at the foreign minister level in September 2010, even
before it was officially launched, and announced six
functional working groups. These Joint Commission
meetings have been held more or less annually since.93
In 2015, Jokowi and Obama committed to establishing
a Strategic Partnership between the two countries, as
well as an annual ministerial strategic dialogue.94
Indonesia has consistently supported the inclusion of
the United States in regional institutions, including in
the East Asia Summit (EAS). Indeed, the US inclusion
in the EAS came at Indonesia’s invitation, and was
most likely motivated by a wish in Jakarta to avoid
Chinese dominance of the EAS. On the American side,
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the decision to make a “strategic turn” towards the
region was first outlined by Clinton in 2011, in an article
that sets out an assertive bid for regional leadership
aimed at “harnessing Asia’s growth and dynamism.”
The article explicitly identifies Indonesia as a priority
cooperation partner, noting it is “the world’s thirdlargest democracy, the world’s most populous Muslim
nation.”95
The decision to join the EAS, which required signing
ASEAN’s Treaty of Amity and Cooperation as a
prerequisite, was largely welcomed in Indonesia,
which also worked closely with the United States
over the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.96 One
commentator pointed out that “some in Indonesia
have raised concerns that Washington has placed
too much emphasis on the military dimension of this
strategy.”97 In 2013, the United States updated the
“pivot” imagery with a statement on “rebalancing”
that set out an agenda that included stationing 60 per
cent of its naval force in the region by 2020 and keeping
four vessels rotated through Singapore, as well as an
annual rotation of US Marines through an Australian
Defence Force base near Darwin.98 Indonesia’s then
minister of defence, Purnomo Yusgiantoro, gave a fairly
typical comment, with the view, “We welcome the US
rebalancing in Asia. It is necessary for regional stability,
dynamic equilibrium, and maintaining the balance of
power in Asia. If it is for mutual benefit and brings new
synergy to the region, why not?”99

Security and military
cooperation
There was a partial hiatus in military contacts in the
1990s, with the International Military Education and
Training (IMET) program cancelled after the Indonesian
military shootings of protestors in East Timor in 1991.
But an Expanded IMET from 1993 enabled some
training for management capacity. Military sales were
restricted from 1994 over human rights concerns,
leading to long-term declines in operational readiness
in several units. Since the 2001 terrorist attacks in
the United States, however, the relationship has been
increasingly close and cooperative in the security
sphere.100

From 2002 the Pentagon included Indonesia in its
new Regional Defense Counterterrorism Fellowship
Program and annual meetings on defence and security
issues have been held since. In material terms, the
United States has provided funding for Detachment
88, a special counter-terror unit of the Indonesian
National Police since the Bali bombing of 2002. In
response to the Aceh tsunami at the end of 2004 and
the Aceh peace accords in 2005, military-to-military
ties resumed along with reduced restrictions on IMET,
Foreign Military Financing (FMF), and Foreign Military
Sales (FMS).
Two high-level American visits to Indonesia in 2008
improved the atmospherics. In February, defense
secretary Robert Gates publicly recognised the
military’s reform efforts and endorsed the record of
maritime cooperation between the two countries.
Then in April, Pacific Command chief Admiral Timothy
J. Keating met with Indonesian defence minister
Juwono Sudarsono. Keating expressed a wish to
“develop, maintain, and even improve the militaryto-military relations we have enjoyed for many years
... And I promise you, we will do everything we can
to enhance them in the future.”101 The prohibition of
engagement with the Indonesian Army special forces,
Kopassus, remained until 2010.102
In 2011, the two countries agreed to cooperation
between the FBI and Indonesia’s National Police aimed
at eradicating terrorism.103 Indonesian and American
anti-narcotics agencies also cooperate, with the US
Drug Enforcement Administration formally opening
a country office in Indonesia in 2011, building on an
earlier record of bilateral cooperation.104 In October
that year, US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta noted
more than 150 “activities, exchanges, and visits
with the Indonesian military” across three key areas:
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, maritime
security and free sea access, and peacekeeping
operations; in 2012, a US source referred to “more than
170 bilateral mil-to-mil engagements each year.”105 Such
exercises include relatively large-scale ones — Garuda
Shield 2012, for example — an exercise conducted
since 2007 — involved 456 TNI and 104 United States
Army Pacific personnel. According to a senior Army
Strategic Reserve Command officer, “These exercises
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are important because the Indonesian Army is often
involved in peacekeeping operations, therefore it
needs to strengthen its peacekeeping capabilities …
Apart from that, this operation will also strengthen the
bonds between the two militaries.”106
The United States has provided over $2 million of heavy
construction equipment to enhance training at a newly
formed Indonesia Peacekeeping Centre and a number
of joint exercises have featured humanitarian relief
simulations. The US Embassy in Jakarta also reports
on a range of initiatives involving civil law enforcement
and judicial organisations. In 2013, Indonesia and the
United States co-chaired a regional counterterrorism
initiative, including an exercise involving 1,800 special
forces. On the anti-terrorism front, Moeldoko, the
recently retired head of Indonesia’s defence forces,
was on record during his tenure as saying that he had
personally requested that senior Indonesian officers
be allowed to participate
as observers in an antiIslamic State task force
In 2013, Indonesia and the
in Washington.107

United States co-chaired a
regional counterterrorism
initiative, including an exercise
involving 1,800 special forces.

Cooperation
on
weapons procurement
and
other
military
equipment
has
also
developed.
In
2011, major defence
purchases included progress on a planned Indonesian
acquisition of 30 F-16 aircraft, including spares. Pilot
training was also included.108 In August 2013, Indonesia
agreed to buy US Apache helicopters worth $720m.109
In response to concerns that the United States might
cut off support in the future, as with its earlier sales
and parts embargo against Indonesia,a US official said
“It’s hard for me to imagine the United States placing
such an embargo that would affect Indonesia, which is
a strong partner.”110
Although Indonesia’s security partnership with the
United States is larger and more longstanding than
with China, the depth of the partnership should not
be overstated. The Indonesian side lacks the strategic
imperative to greatly deepen cooperation or to upgrade
its own capacities to become a more capable partner,
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and Indonesia continues to keep its options open
and wishes to maintain a diversity of cooperative
relationships. The dominant theme in statements
from senior Indonesians is that they welcome the
US rebalance to Asia and military cooperation with
Indonesia.111 At times, however, a note of caution is
sounded. Moeldoko, for example, in commenting on
the tension between the United States and China,
opined that, “Both are responsible for provoking
each other,” adding that the Obama administration’s
strategic rebalancing within the Asia–Pacific comes
with the risk of creating instability.112

Economic relations
Tables 1 and 2 suggest the United States has become a
relatively less important economic partner to Indonesia.
However, the United States remains among the most
significant sources of FDI into Indonesia. In cumulative
terms from 2010 to 2014, the United States was the
third largest source of inward FDI, after Singapore and
Japan. The United States also remains a significant
source of official development aid, with the US Agency
for International Development (USAID) running a large
mission in Indonesia.113 In 2008, Indonesia was again
chosen to receive a Millennium Challenge Corporation
grant from the United States for the five years to 2013.114
In 2010, the US Peace Corps returned to Indonesia after
a 45-year hiatus, having been exploring the feasibility
of a return since 2006.115 Implementing agreements
were signed with the ministries of religious affairs and
education and culture in June 2011.116
A number of agreements on market access,
infrastructure, and investment have been signed. The
general framework agreement is the US–Indonesia
Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA),
signed in 1996. In April 2010, an investment-facilitation
agreement was signed. In October that year, there
were moves to develop an Indonesia–US Agricultural
Technology and Investment Forum and, in 2011, the
two countries launched the US–Indonesia Commercial
Dialogue.117 In the same year, several events were
organised as part of the bilateral Energy Dialogue.
In 2012, the two countries signed an agreement on
infrastructure development.118
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Overall, the economic relationship is a mixture of
friction together with longstanding familiarity and
intimacy. The United States has often pushed for more
liberalisation and freer market access for US companies,
an agenda that meets substantial opposition from
groups within Indonesia. American investors focus
their concerns on unfair discrimination against foreign
investors, regulatory restrictions and corruption. There
are also trade disputes between the two countries.119
Until shortly before Jokowi’s visit to the United States
in October 2015, Indonesia also appeared unlikely to
join the US-led Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). During
the visit, however, Jokowi conveyed that Indonesia
intended to join the TPP, after his trade minister
Thomas Lembong had signalled that Indonesia could
join within two years.120 It remains to be seen whether
Jokowi can muster the requisite political support within
Indonesia to join the trade pact.

Cultural, social, and educational
People-to-people ties between Indonesians and
Americans are dense and longstanding. Indonesians
have a high degree of cultural familiarity with the
United States. Middle-class Indonesians have made
the United States a priority destination for education,
English is the most widely-spoken second language
in the country and the array of social and nongovernmental links between the two countries are
second only to those linking Indonesia to its nearest
neighbours. Although popular opinion in particular is
often critical of the United States, the American cultural
presence in Indonesia is unmatched.
Alongside the Comprehensive Partnership signed in
2010, a wide range of social, scientific and educational
agreements were concluded. These have included
an interfaith dialogue, agreements on fisheries and
maritime partnerships, and a renewed agreement
on science and technology.121 There have also been
agreements on environmental protection, including
a debt-for-nature swap in 2011, and a cooperation
agreement on climate change.122

financial crisis in 1997–98 and US visa restrictions
after 2001. Indonesian students studying in US higher
education institutions peaked around 1997, at over
13,000 students, but the number dropped below 7,000
in 2010. Reversing this trend was listed as a goal of
the Comprehensive Partnership in 2010, when Obama
announced a five-year $165 million program to support
educational links.123 USAID describes its educational
program, known as Participant Training, as the “most
successful of all USAID programs,” with more than
11,000 students having gained higher degrees at
American universities since the 1960s. USAIDfunded scholarships continue, although the numbers
are comparatively modest.124 The Fulbright program
has since 1952 “awarded grants for more than 2,400
Indonesian students and scholars to teach or study in
the United States, and for more than 850 Americans to
teach or conduct research in Indonesia.” Since 1992,
it has been administered by the bi-national American
Indonesian Exchange Foundation (AMINEF), which
funds around 100 Indonesians annually.125
In 2011, the US Department of Commerce led the
largest-ever education mission to Indonesia, made up
of 56 American universities.126 Increasing the number
of Indonesians studying in the United States has also
been a public goal of the US embassy in Jakarta.127 To
date, however, the number of Indonesian students
studying in the United States has increased only
modestly, with the United States well behind Australia
(7,500 students, compared to 10,500).128
Taken together, the different facets of the bilateral
relationship include a number of difficult issues where
perceptions and interests diverge. In many respects,
these differences are the inverse of the pattern in Sino–
Indonesian relations. Between the United States and
Indonesia, most of the friction is in the “low politics”
areas of trade, market access, and, at times, human
rights. Despite different positions on some global
issues such as Palestine, the Indonesian foreign policy
elite appears largely comfortable in dealing with its
American counterparts and there is often — although
not always — a warmth and trust that is lacking in
relations with China.

Educational links between the two countries have
been renewed, after a downturn due to Indonesia’s
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4.

Balancing the United States and China
United States.131 Against this background, Indonesia
sought the involvement of the United States in the
EAS. Indonesian observers see the move to bring
the United States into the EAS as aimed at offsetting
Chinese power.132 The aim is not to “balance” either
power, but to draw in and tie down both countries.

US President
Barack Obama
met with
Chinese Premier
Wen Jiabao
in Indonesia,
November 2011

Official White
House Photo by
Pete Souza

The strategic landscape facing regional countries like
Indonesia is dominated by the rising power of China
and the response to that rise. Most observers detect
a competitive dynamic in the relationship between the
United States and China, even as there is no consensus
as to the underlying motives and goals of either country.
The position taken by a senior Indonesian foreign policy
advisor appears to resonate widely in Jakarta:
China’s rise is not conceived in terms of “military
threat,” but more in terms of China’s future role
and place in the region, and how it will affect
the regional security architecture. While China
has consistently demonstrated its commitment
to a peaceful rise and played a positive role
for the stability and security of the region, the
uncertainty surrounding China’s rise remains a
strategic challenge for regional states. Indonesia
therefore remains anxious about how China is
going to use its newly acquired wealth and
military power.129
There is an entrenched wish to avoid entering into
any alliance or taking sides. Instead, Indonesia has led
moves to “enmesh” both the United States and China
in a strengthened regional architecture with ASEAN at
its centre.130 Until 2010, Indonesian analysts viewed
the United States as lagging behind China in terms
of willingness to engage the region, citing China’s
attention positively in contrast to “neglect” by the
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The wish to cement regional institutions that will engage
and constrain both the United States and China has
grown as a result of increased Chinese assertiveness
since around 2010. China’s initial success in allaying
South-East Asian concerns about its rising power
was due to an adroit diplomatic “charm offensive”
and strategic restraint, backed up by a willingness to
offer relatively generous terms in its economic dealings
with the region.133 This diplomatic success has been
offset by moves since 2010 that many South-East
Asian states regard as provocative. They have been
more willing to embrace a growing economic role for
China in the region. Two examples here illustrate these
dynamics: Indonesia’s response to China’s actions
in the South China Sea and its response to China’s
initiative to launch a new regional development bank.

South China Sea
After nearly a decade in which China took a conciliatory
approach to competing territorial claims in the South
China Sea, it has since around 2010 taken a much more
antagonistic position. This has raised concerns among
the South-East Asian states.134 In July 2012, for the first
time ever, ASEAN failed to issue a joint communiqué
at its annual summit meeting due to divisions over
how to refer to behaviour relating to the South China
Sea.135 South-East Asian states have, in this context,
welcomed the American strategic turn to the region,
with the South China Sea dispute becoming something
of “a bellwether in South-East Asia for how a more
powerful China would act.”136
Indonesia is not a claimant to the disputed territory, but
it has played a brokering role in attempting to forge a
code of conduct among the claimants since the 1990s.
Recently, it has developed a more direct concern, as a
result of China’s assertion of its so-called “9-dashed
line” setting out an expanded claim. Indonesia’s Natuna
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Islands border on the area claimed by China within the
9-dash line. Although the islands themselves are not
claimed by China, the Chinese claim overlaps with
water Indonesia considers part of its EEZ. The issue is
sensitive for Jakarta, given the resources at stake and
area’s vast size and distance from Jakarta.137
The official Indonesian position is that there is no
dispute with China because China’s overlapping claim
with Indonesia’s EEZ has no basis in law. Clearly,
however, Kemlu would like further assurances. In
one account Beijing has simply refused to respond
consistently or clearly to Jakarta’s multiple requests for
clarification:
Speaking in February [2014] after the
implementation of China’s Air Defense
Identification Zone (ADIZ) over the East China
Sea, Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty
Natalegawa warned, “we have firmly told China
we will not accept a similar zone if it is adopted
in the South China Sea.”138
Throughout 2014, issues relating to the South China
Sea dispute escalated and took on a new level of
visibility, following spats involving foreign, including
Chinese, fishing vessels in Indonesian waters in the
area.139 The Indonesian armed forces announced
plans to expand their presence in the area to counter
instability in the South China Sea, including upgrading
air force assets.140 Controversially, then TNI commander
Moeldoko made public statements about the potential
for instability created by China, apparently without
consultation with the foreign ministry.141 Moeldoko
asserted a much stronger Indonesian line on the
dispute and foreshadowed a reorientation of Indonesian
military assets to enhance its ability to protect the area
around the Natunas. The move is widely interpreted
as explicitly aimed at China. As put by two Indonesian
observers, “China’s intensifying move to assert claims
over the South China Sea has given fresh impetus to
a military build-up in Indonesia that will see its forces
deployed with greater focus on external risks.”142
In October 2014, Moeldoko stated that, “China is a
great economic superpower, however we don’t want
this great force to create instability in the region.143
Just a small disturbance within this maritime zone will

give a big impact,” and create turbulence in the region.
Land reclamation by China and continued incursions
by fishing vessels kept the issue prominently visible.144
Tensions were not eased by the public remarks of a
presidential advisor that Jakarta might sink Chinese
vessels caught fishing illegally in Indonesian waters,
with at least one Chinese vessel being subsequently
scuttled.145 In February 2015, the military announced
a new command to be known as Kogabwilhan, with
Moeldoko commenting that, “In the future, we expect
that the South China Sea will be a flash point. So, a
task force, such as the Kogabwilhan, will be very
important.”146 According to press reports, Jokowi had
approved the plan and called for swift implementation
by TNI.
Indonesia’s response to China over the South China
Sea is not fully consistent. There is clearly concern
about the more assertive Chinese policy in the region,
but at the same time many are equivocal about the
military element to the US rebalance to Asia. The
moves to reorient Indonesian armed forces towards
potential flashpoints such as the South China Sea hold
out an appealing solution, one that builds on Indonesian
aspirations for independence. However, Indonesia
faces sharp limits in terms of military capacity — even
with a new task force and some upgraded air force
facilities, it does not realistically have the capacity to
project and sustain force in the area.

Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank
China first announced plans for a new Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) at the APEC
meeting in Bali in 2013. As well as responding to a
genuine need for massive spending on infrastructure
across the region, the initiative also fits well with
Chinese economic diplomacy and its aim to project
greater influence in multilateral settings. According to
The Economist, the Chinese initiative:
set off a heated diplomatic battle. America has
lobbied allies not to join the AIIB, while Jin Liqun,
the Chinese official who will head the bank, has
shuttled between countries to persuade them to
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sign up ... But the real, unstated tension stems
from a deeper shift: China will use the new bank to
expand its influence at the expense of America and
Japan, Asia’s established powers.147
The bank would be unprecedented as an Asian regional
institution in giving a single member, China, 50 per cent
of its shareholding and projected capital of $50 billion.
In one rather alarmist account, the AIIB is “just one
of many Beijing-led initiatives intended to weaken US
involvement in Asia, part of a strategy that seeks to
bring countries being courted by Washington under
China’s wing.”148
Despite rumoured American opposition, the AIIB was
launched at the Beijing APEC meeting in October 2014.
The United States has denied pressuring others to
withhold support for the bank.149 However, Australian
news media reported that John Kerry had personally
asked the Australian Prime Minister to keep Australia
out of the bank. Neither Australia nor South Korea was
among the 21 countries that attended the ceremony
to launch the AIIB as prospective members. Formally,
the Australian government stood aside out of concerns
over the bank’s governance structure and processes.150
Indonesia was also notably absent from the launch
ceremony in Beijing, generating a flurry of speculation.
The most likely interpretation of the Indonesian
absence was, however, simply disarray associated with
the changeover to a new administration.151 Shortly after
Indonesia’s absence at the Beijing launch was noted,
the finance minister was reported as saying that, “God
willing we will join. The president has given signs [of
approval].”152 Later in
November,
Indonesia
officially
confirmed
its
Officially, Indonesia’s stance is one
involvement, with the
of seeking “dynamic equilibrium”
finance ministry stating
among the major powers. However, that Indonesia would be
references to “balancing” the United “involved in the AIIB’s
operational preparations
States and China are common in
and
formulation
of
Jakarta. This most often refers to
the draft of Articles of
a wish in avoiding becoming overly
Agreement as well as
close to, or dependent on, one side. to provide technical
support.”153
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Jokowi is clearly supportive of a greater Chinese
economic role in the region. He is reported to have
asked the Chinese president Xi Jinping for a greater
role for Chinese state-owned enterprises in developing
Indonesian infrastructure. On the AIIB, he apparently
proposed a greater Indonesian role and suggested the
bank be headquartered in Indonesia. According to an
Indonesian commentator and University of Indonesia
lecturer, “By getting closer to China, Indonesia is
inviting balancing acts by the United States and its allies.
By doing so, Jakarta is hoping to broaden its options in
various policy arenas.”154 The direct need for access
to finance is a motive in itself, but some Indonesian
commentators remain suspicious of Chinese influence
along with the funding, noting it could be politically
risky.155

Balancing democracy
and difference
Jakarta’s strategy to deal with the changing regional
power balance remains relatively undeveloped.
The touchstones of foreign policy that are beyond
question — the nonaligned, “free and active” identity
foremost — do not provide much direction, having in
the past been consistent with diametrically opposing
foreign policy alignments. All foreign policy actors are
of necessity nationalist, and there is a widely shared
commitment to retaining independence, developing
greater self-sufficiency, and protecting sovereignty and
territorial integrity. None of these commitments dictate
a particular foreign policy strategy when it comes to
managing relations with the major powers.
Officially, Indonesia’s stance is one of seeking
“dynamic equilibrium” among the major powers.
However, references to “balancing” the United
States and China are common in Jakarta. This most
often refers to a wish in avoiding becoming overly
close to, or dependent on, one side. In conversation,
Indonesian officials are scrupulous in emphasising their
even-handedness in this respect. In some quarters,
however, “balance” is used to invoke a strategic play,
by which a move to draw closer to one side can be
used to extract favour from the other. For example, a
senior defence ministry official in an interview with an
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American claimed that, “Our office is now very close
to China as a result of America’s bad behaviour. Many
good opportunities have gone to China instead.”156
The extent to which Indonesia should employ this
tactic appears to represent a line of division within
Jakarta’s security and foreign policy establishment.
It is a division that corresponds with different beliefs
about the centrality of democracy as a defining
element of Indonesian identity. This identity manifests,
for example, in the homage paid to shared democracy
in the US–Indonesia Comprehensive Partnership,
which explicitly invokes “shared values of freedom,
pluralism, tolerance, democracy, and respect for
human rights.” This resonates with a senior advisor’s
view that, “First, and foremost, Indonesia expects
that the partnership with the United States would
help the country’s democratic transformation, both in
political and economic terms.” This assessment was
reflect by Minister Natalegawa, saying that “Indonesia
would want to be sure that our foreign policy reflects
our own domestic internal preoccupation with matters
to do with democratisation and human rights.”157 For
Indonesians who espouse this identity, it marks a clear
point of differentiation with China.

of tensions and mistrust … ASEAN will not let the
region become a competition arena for countries
who consider themselves as big powers, whoever or
whenever they may be.” In the same report, another
politician criticised the move by the United States and
Australia, claiming it would create tensions.160 Two
commentators, a former diplomat and a senior news
editor, presented an unflattering picture of US foreign
policy and urged the United States to pursue diplomatic
rather than military routes to engagement.161 Among
the military, the predominant view values military-tomilitary relations with the United States as a route to
developing capacity, not as a pathway for a greater US
strategic influence in the region.162

In contrast, other groups in Indonesia do not hold
democracy as a defining feature of national identity. A
sense of this outlook and its implications for relations
with the United States and China surfaces in a 2014
book published by the Indonesian State Intelligence
agency.158 The book appears to favour relationships
that offer tangible gains rather than purported shared
values. As one reviewer noted, “Between the rhetoric
about democratisation and real material benefits such
as foreign investment, the authors seem more inclined
towards the latter, and note that China’s investments in
Asia and Africa have led to tangible material results.”159
The difference between these two viewpoints
should not be overstated. Most players are wary of
an increased US military presence in the region. In
response to the announcement that the United States
would station 2,500 military personnel at Darwin,
Marty Natalegawa cautioned, “What I would hate to
see is for the agreement to provoke a reaction and
counter-reaction that would create a vicious cycle
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5.

Unfolding changes under Joko Widodo
In October 2014, Indonesia’s newly elected president
Joko Widodo was inaugurated as successor to twoterm president Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono. Jokowi
comes to the presidency with no national level political
experience, having made a meteoric rise from small
town mayor to the presidency in just two years.163 His
election marks the return to the governing coalition
of the Indonesian Democratic Struggle Party (PDI-P),
which for ten years had resisted all overtures to
contribute ministers to Yudhoyono’s cabinet.

Although foreign policy is unlikely to have been a
personal priority for Jokowi, circumstances have
required him to lay down a foreign policy agenda
swiftly. Indonesia’s presidential campaign format
requires each candidate
to submit a written
campaign
statement,
Jokowi comes to the presidency
typically including at
with no national level political
least some elucidation
experience, having made a meteoric of
their
foreign
rise from small town mayor to the
policy; one of the five
candidate debates was
presidency in just two years.
also devoted to foreign
policy. Moreover, the
annual APEC, ASEAN, East Asia Summit, and G20
meetings all fell within the first month of Jokowi’s
presidency. Jokowi also made bilateral visits to Japan
and China in March 2015, and made a visit to the United
States in late October 2015.
Jokowi’s early foreign policy agenda exhibits much
continuity with that of his predecessor Yudhoyono.
His written campaign statement included various
familiar elements of Indonesian foreign policy: a
commitment to ASEAN centrality and, more broadly, to
multilateralism; an Indo–Pacific concept of Indonesia’s
regional neighbourhood; and a commitment to protect
Indonesian citizens abroad.164 His statement also
retained Yudhoyono’s ambition for Indonesia to increase
its international role, albeit restated specifically in middle
power terms: “We will increase [Indonesia’s] global
role through middle-power diplomacy, positioning
Indonesia as a regional power with selective global
involvement, prioritising issues directly connected to
Indonesia’s people and interests.”165
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Jokowi also maintained his predecessor’s practice
of appointing a career diplomat as foreign minister,
choosing Retno Marsudi for the role. A former directorgeneral for America and Europe (2008–2012) and
ambassador to the Netherlands at the time of her
appointment, Retno has much in common with her
predecessor Marty Natalegawa, with both being
among the young diplomats who had their careers
fast-tracked by Yudhoyono’s first-term foreign minister,
Hassan Wirajuda.166 She has named the ministry’s
priorities to be guarding Indonesia’s sovereignty
(including addressing separatism, defining borders,
combating illegal fishing and people smuggling),
protecting Indonesian citizens and legal entities abroad,
economic diplomacy, and increasing Indonesia’s role
regionally and globally.167
Significant continuities notwithstanding, the final
sections of this paper set out three distinct features
of Indonesia’s early foreign policy under Jokowi:
the global maritime fulcrum concept, an emergent
populist nationalism, and a newly explicit description
of Indonesia’s foreign policy in self-interested
terms. Together, these new features have placed an
increased emphasis on Indonesia’s relations with
China. As one simple measure of this new emphasis,
Jokowi has already held nine bilateral meetings with
his counterpart Xi in just his first year in office, well in
excess of his meetings with Obama.168 It is important
to recall, however, that this new emphasis comes at
a point when the substance of existing ties with the
United States greatly outweighs those with China.
And, while Indonesia seeks to benefit from closer
economic relations with an economically rising China,
China’s growing power at the same time underscores
a persistent wariness in Indonesia which is likely to
remain a limiting factor in the bilateral relationship.

A global maritime fulcrum
Jokowi’s core strategy to promote a greater international
role for Indonesia is his “global maritime fulcrum”
concept, which he discussed during his address to
the annual ASEAN leaders’ summit in Naypyidaw in
November 2014. The plan is one key point of difference
with Yudhoyono’s foreign policy. The concept argues
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that Indonesia’s sea lanes enabling global maritime
traffic between the Pacific and Indian oceans places
the country squarely at the centre of the shift from
the West to East Asia.169 He set out a five-point
agenda to transform Indonesia into such a fulcrum: reestablishing a maritime culture, securing and managing
maritime resources, prioritising maritime infrastructure
and connectivity, maritime diplomacy, and developing
Indonesia’s maritime defence capacity.
The maritime fulcrum policy potentially provides a
new coherence to Indonesian foreign policy. There
are at least two significant uncertainties regarding
the policy, however. The first is whether the fulcrum’s
proponents can manage competing interests to
maintain its centrality and coherence. One of the
policy’s initial architects, Rizal Sukma, admitted in
a speech in Singapore in March 2015 that the policy
was announced before details had been sorted across
different ministries.170 Illustrative of the diverse interests
that may come into play, the policy will presumably
require a new prioritisation of defence expenditure
for the navy, at a time when Jokowi has appointed
a retired army chief of staff as defence minister and
an army chief of staff as TNI commander. The long
timelines required for the proposed transformation of
infrastructure and defence capabilities also contribute
uncertainty. These timelines are likely to stretch well
beyond Jokowi’s current term of office, meaning they
will rely on his re-election or support from a successor.
The second uncertainty is whether Indonesia will be
able to fund the maritime fulcrum concept. Both the
infrastructure and the maritime defence components
of the policy will require massive investment. A
member of Jokowi’s transition team estimated the
sea toll concept alone would require an investment of
Rp 2,000 trillion — roughly equal to Indonesia’s entire
annual budget — over five years.171 Sukma mentioned
in his Singapore speech that the upgrade of the navy
would be supported by expenditure of 1.5 per cent of
GDP on defence. Yudhoyono also set this target but
never achieved it; some of the mentions Jokowi has
made of this spending target have been conditional
on Indonesia achieving levels of economic growth
well beyond Indonesia’s average economic growth
over the past decade. Jokowi’s first amended budget

included no significant increase in defence spending,
even though a reduction in Indonesia’s fuel subsidy
expenditure freed up funds, whereas the initial draft of
the 2016 budget decreases defence spending.172
How might the global maritime fulcrum affect
Indonesia’s relations with the United States and
China? It is not immediately obvious that the policy
will strongly affect relations with the United States.
The few available public comments on the policy by
US officials have been bland, detail-poor statements of
the potential for defence cooperation that the maritime
fulcrum creates. The United States and Indonesia also
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
on Maritime Cooperation immediately prior to Jokowi’s
visit to the United States in October 2015, but the
full implications of this agreement will only become
evident over time.
By contrast, there has been significant discussion of
the implications the global maritime fulcrum bears for
relations with China, focusing on potential synergies
between the global maritime fulcrum and China’s own
“maritime silk road” policy. The latter policy aims to
establish maritime highways from China through the
South China Sea and the Indian Ocean to Europe, and
through the South China Sea to the South Pacific.173
The joint statement between China and Indonesia
issued after Jokowi’s visit to China in March 2015
declared the two policies to be “highly complementary
to each other,” and declared the two sides had
agreed to explore synergies between the two plans in
developing a maritime partnership together.174 In line
with this statement, reports of the bilateral meeting
between Jokowi and Xi at the Asia–Africa Conference
in Bandung in April 2015 suggested the two countries
had agreed to significant Chinese involvement in the
construction of 24 new seaports in Indonesia, as well
as other infrastructure.175
The maritime fulcrum also carries a distinct potential
for conflict with China as opposed to the United States.
In particular, Indonesia’s determination to increase
protection of its maritime resources, particularly
its fisheries, could conflict with China’s assertive
support for its fishermen operating in disputed waters.
Indonesia has already scuttled at least one Chinese
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nationalist streak has included both a pronounced
sensitivity to the respect shown to the president in
international forums, as well as a series of populist
gestures that appear as much intended to convince
a domestic audience that Jokowi’s government is
exercising firm leadership as to achieve foreign policy
outcomes.

Indonesia’s
President Joko
Widodo and wife
Iriana Widodo

Photo: G20
Australia

vessel as part of the highly publicised assertion of
Indonesian control over its fisheries. Indonesia’s new
fisheries minister Susi Pudjiastuti cancelled a 2013
fisheries MoU with China. Enhanced law enforcement
by Indonesian authorities raises the possibility of further
confrontations with armed Chinese vessels, which
may be harder to de-escalate quietly in the midst of
the Indonesian government’s high-profile enforcement
efforts.176

Indonesia’s foreign policy under a Jokowi
administration will not be too different from
Indonesia under previous governments, it is still
an Indonesia that is aware of its limitations and
strengths, the only difference perhaps is that
Indonesia under President Jokowi is no longer
an Indonesia shy to speak its mind and defends
its own interests vigorously.177

More substantively, the Jokowi government’s policies
on the execution of narcotics traffickers and sinking
illegal fishing vessels are clear examples of populist
gestures. Jokowi has made a show within Indonesia
of rejecting clemency for all narcotics prisoners on
death row, while intensifying Indonesia’s use of
executions.180 His government executed six narcotics
prisoners in January 2015 and a further eight in April
2015. These steps have become a foreign policy
issue under Jokowi because the majority of people
on death row in Indonesia for narcotics are foreigners,
and more than 90 per cent of people executed for
narcotics offences under democratic rule have been
foreigners.181 International criticism of the executions
has been intense. Although corrosive of Indonesia’s
relations with countries whose citizens are on death
row, the executions have created the opportunity for
Jokowi to present himself domestically as a firm leader
in the face of international pressure.

His comments reflect a stream of thinking in Indonesia
that Yudhoyono too readily accommodated the
interests of Indonesia’s international partners. A streak
of populist nationalism in Indonesia’s foreign policy
is one way to redress this perceived deficiency. This

On fishing, Jokowi’s fisheries minister has shot to
popularity within Indonesia by offering to lend her
airline’s aircraft to bomb vessels fishing illegally in
Indonesian waters,182 and by presiding over the widely
publicised scuttling of illegal fishing vessels using

Emergent populist nationalism
Comparing Jokowi’s foreign policy with that of his
predecessor during a speech in Singapore in 2015,
Sukma told his audience:
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Much of the sensitivity to the treatment of Jokowi
or Indonesia internationally has come from outside
government. For example, the prominent academic
Hikmahanto Juwana has publicly advised Jokowi to use
Bahasa Indonesia in all international meetings to ensure
Indonesia receives appropriate respect.178 Similarly, the
short-lived kerfuffle over the depiction of Jokowi as a
barbecue chef on the cover of the Australian newspaper
The Courier-Mail during the G20 arose from outside
government circles. But Jokowi has also encouraged
such thinking in requesting that Indonesia be seated
with major countries at international meetings to
promote Indonesia’s standing.179
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explosives detonated by the military.183 More than 60
vessels have been scuttled since late 2014, according to
tallies provided in various Indonesian media reports.184
Although these policies have the potential to damage
Indonesia’s relations with a range of nations, China and
the United States may be at least partially exempt from
these trends. Each has citizens on Indonesia’s death
row, and there has been no suggestion that these
individuals will be exempt from Indonesia’s push to
execute persons convicted on narcotics charges. No
Chinese vessels were scuttled during the initial rounds
of boat sinking, but a Chinese vessel was reportedly
amongst 41 boats scuttled on 20 May 2015.185

A self-interested foreign policy
A final difference under Jokowi has been a consistent
and explicit assertion that Indonesia’s diplomacy must
benefit the country’s own interests. Jokowi’s campaign
statement established that Indonesia’s diplomacy
would “prioritise issues directly related to the interests
of the Indonesian nation and people.”186 In January
2015, according to Indonesia’s deputy foreign minister,
Jokowi called on all Indonesian heads of diplomatic
missions to assure that Indonesia’s friendship with
other countries must bring discernible benefits for the
Indonesian people.187 At one level, such statements are
unremarkable. But these two statements do mark a
contrast with Jokowi’s predecessor. Yudhoyono placed
few limits on Indonesia’s international involvement
and he was criticised by some Indonesian observers
for being too accommodating of other countries’
interests.188 Underlining the contrast, Yudhoyono’s
close advisor and deputy foreign minister Dino Patti
Djalal warned in a recent opinion piece in The Jakarta
Post of the risk that Indonesia could create “a ‘me,
me, me’ foreign policy that does not measure up to a
country that has built a credible reputation as a regional
leader with global responsibility.”189
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Conclusions
Indonesia’s foreign policy is marked by confidence
and ambition. The confidence reflects a relatively
benign external security environment and the ambition
reflects a longstanding desire to exercise regional
and international leadership. Although circumscribed
by limited material resources, Indonesia maintains a
strong commitment to the foundational principle that
the country should adopt a “free and active” foreign
policy. This commitment means that Indonesia will
not enter into a formal alliance, but it has actively
pursued enhanced bilateral ties with other countries, in
particular the United States and China.
Tensions and rivalry in US–China relations, not least
involving the South China Sea, creates concern
among Indonesian foreign policymakers who in turn
seek to enmesh both countries in a variety of regional
institutions as well as deepened bilateral engagements.
Indonesia’s stance on US–China relations is a
preference for no single preponderant power in SouthEast Asia, expressed through the concept of “dynamic
equilibrium.” Nonetheless, historically, the Sino–
Indonesian relationship has been more troubled and
lacks the warmth and familiarity that exists between
the United States and Indonesia. Indonesia’s foreign
policy establishment also tends to be warier of China
than the United States.
Considered against this background, the particular
emphasis on the relationship with China under Jokowi
thus far reflects a degree of catch-up, rather than
overtaking the US–Indonesia relationship. Indonesia’s
deepened bilateral relationship with China in recent
years also reflects a pragmatic self-interest, boosted by
China’s economic rise and the prospects that Chinese
prosperity can serve Indonesian interests in securing
foreign investment and increasing exports.
Looking to the future, an inclination under Jokowi to
weigh Indonesia’s international relations in terms of
their tangible benefits could drive a further increase
in emphasis on ties with China. If China is more
responsive to Indonesia’s needs for financing to support
infrastructure development and defence upgrades, this
may develop support for those seeking a pragmatic
and materialistic approach to Indonesian foreign
policy. Although there are no symbolic touchstones or
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inspirational references to shared democratic values in
the Indonesia–China relationship, those groups wishing
to emphasise pragmatic and unsentimental moorings
for Indonesian foreign policy explicitly downplay such
values as a metric for foreign policy. Foreign policy
actors who emphasise shared democratic values with
the United States may see this commonality recede
from Indonesia’s core foreign policy agenda should
American largesse diminish.
Nevertheless, at least two important constraints weigh
against a substantial shift in how Indonesia balances
its ties with the United States. A China sufficiently
powerful to substitute much of what Indonesia obtains
through its security partnership with the United States
would likely spur the very wariness in Indonesia that
has limited Sino–Indonesian ties to date. An Indonesian
government seeking to substantially deepen ties with
China also faces the risk of stern public criticism arising
from the persistent reservoir of anti-Chinese sentiment
in Indonesian society. Already, Chinese infrastructure
projects have provoked overtly anti-Chinese coverage
in the Indonesian media critical of poor government
regulation of a “flood” of Chinese workers. If the
Indonesian government seeks a prolonged shift
towards China based on economic pragmatism, it
would need to successfully manage such sentiments.
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Tables
Table 1: Indonesia, trade in goods with China and the United States
Year

Exports to

Imports from

China

Hong
Kong

United
States

China

Hong
Kong

United
States

2000

2,768

1,554

8,489

2,022

342

3,393

2005

6,662

1,492

9,889

5,843

291

3,886

2006

8,344

1,703

11,259

6,637

346

4,066

2007

9,676

1,687

11,644

8,558

442

4,797

2008

11,636

1,809

13,080

15,429

2,368

7,898

2009

11,499

2,112

10,889

14,002

1,698

7,094

2010

15,693

2,501

14,302

20,424

1,860

9,416

2011

22,941

3,215

16,498

26,212

2,465

10,834

2012

21,659

2,634

14,910

29,387

1,930

11,614

2013

22,601

2,693

15,741

29,849

2,092

9,082

Note: figures in US$ millions
Source: IMF data, “Merchandise trade by country” at http://data.imf.org

Table 2: Indonesia, investment links with China and the United States
Year

FDI flows, inward

FDI flows, outward
Hong
Kong

FDI stocks, inward

China

Hong
Kong

United
States

China

United
States

China

Hong
Kong

United
States

2004

295

66

-523

105

-9

2005

299

52

3,441

87

16

2006

124

118

-549

101

..

2007

117

115

1,093

134

33

2008

531

45

1,040

167

-18

2009

359

59

159

112

160

3,450

598

8,615

2010

354 (174)

84 (566)

572 (931)

..

-133

3,379

924

14,121

2011

215 (128)

210 (135)

-438 (1,488)

-46

119

5,112

997

10,189

2012

335 (141)

212 (310)

830 (1,238)

..

..

4,772

2,282

10,160

2013

(297)

(376)

(2,436)

Note: figures in US$ millions
Sources: 2004–2012: UNCTAD, “FDI flows in the host economy, by geographical origin,” “FDI flows abroad, by geographical destination” and
“FDI stock in the host country, by geographical origin” http://unctad.org
In parentheses 2010–2013: BKPM, “Perkembangan realisasi investasi PMA berdasarkan laporan kegiatan penanaman modal (LKPM) menurut
negara triwulan IV 2014” from www.bkpm.go.id

25

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

Endnotes
1.

Rizal Sukma, “Indonesia’s Security Outlook and
Defence Policy 2012,” The National Institute of
Defense Studies, NIDS Joint Research Series No.
7; Ralf Emmers and Sarah Teo, “Regional Security
Strategies of Middle Powers in the Asia-Pacific,”
International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, 12.

2.

Kementerian Pertahanan, “Buku
Putih Pertahanan,” (2008): 23.

3.

Dave McRae, “More Talk than Walk:
Indonesia as a Foreign Policy Actor,” Lowy
Institute Analysis, (February 2014): 5–6.

4.

Emmers and Teo, “Regional Security Strategies
of Middle Powers in the Asia-Pacific,” 12.

5.

Sukma, “Indonesia’s Security Outlook
and Defence Policy 2012,” 8–12.

6.

Rencana Pembangunan Jangka Menengah
Nasional 2015–2019, 3.10 [National
Medium Term Development Plan 20152019]. http://www.bappenas.go.id/index.
php?cID=5009?&kid=1445840103.

7.

Sukma, “Indonesia’s Security Outlook
and Defence Policy 2012,” 8.

8.

Ian McPhedran, “Review finds Australian Navy and
Customs vessels breached Indonesian waters six
times,” news.com.au, 20 February 2014. http://
www.news.com.au/national/review-finds-australiannavy-and-customs-vessels-breached-indonesianwaters-six-times/story-fncynjr2-1226831736402.

9.

Scott Bentley, “Mapping the nine-dash line:
recent incidents involving Indonesia in the
South China Sea,” The Strategist, 29 October
2013. http://www.aspistrategist.org.au/
mapping-the-nine-dash-line-recent-incidentsinvolving-indonesia-in-the-south-china-sea/.

10. Moeldoko, “China’s Dismaying New
Claims in the South China Sea,” The
Wall Street Journal, 25 April 2014.
11. Rizal Sukma, “Indonesia and the Emerging
Sino–US Rivalry in Southeast Asia,” London
School of Economics and Political Science (2013):
44. http://www.lse.ac.uk/IDEAS/publications/
reports/.../SR015-SEAsia-Sukma-.pdf.
12. McRae, “More Talk than Walk: Indonesia
as a Foreign Policy Actor,” 8–9.
13. Malcolm Cook, “Southeast Asia and the Major
Powers: Engagement not Entanglement,”
Southeast Asia Affairs (2014): 50.
14. McRae, “More Talk than Walk: Indonesia
as a Foreign Policy Actor,” 7.

26

15. Cook, “Southeast Asia and the Major Powers:
Engagement not Entanglement,” 47–50.
16. Muhammad Hadianto Wirajuda “The Impact
of Democratisation on Indonesia’s Foreign
Policy: Regional Cooperation, Promotion of
Political Values, and Conflict Management,”
PhD Thesis, London School of Economics
and Political Science, 2014: 67–91.
17. Wirajuda, “The Impact of Democratisation
on Indonesia’s Foreign Policy: Regional
Cooperation, Promotion of Political Values,
and Conflict Management,” 74–75.
18. Wirajuda, “The Impact of Democratisation
on Indonesia’s Foreign Policy: Regional
Cooperation, Promotion of Political Values,
and Conflict Management,” 88.
19. Jürgen Rüland, “Deepening ASEAN cooperation
through democratization? The Indonesian
legislature and foreign policymaking,” International
Relations of the Asia Pacific 9 (2009): 381–395.
20. Aaron Connelly, “Indonesian foreign policy
under President Jokowi,” Lowy Institute
Analysis, October (2014): 7–8.
21. Wirajuda, “The Impact of Democratisation
on Indonesia’s Foreign Policy: Regional
Cooperation, Promotion of Political Values,
and Conflict Management,” 89.
22. “TNI Chief Says No Rift on Boats,” Jakarta Globe,
10 January 2014. http://thejakartaglobe.beritasatu.
com/news/tni-chief-says-no-rift-on-boats/
23. McRae, “More Talk than Walk: Indonesia
as a Foreign Policy Actor,” 4–6.
24. Harold Crouch, Political Reform in Indonesia after
Soeharto (Singapore: ISEAS Publishing, 2010).
25. Institute for the Policy Analysis of Conflict, “The
Evolution of ISIS in Indonesia,” no. 14 (2014).
http://file.understandingconflict.org/file/2014/09/
IPAC_13_Evolution_of_ISIS.pdf; see also Institute
for the Policy Analysis of Conflict, “The Evolution
of ISIS in Indonesia,” no. 19 (2014): 1. http://
www.understandingconflict.org/conflict/read/41/
The-Expanding-Role-of-the-Indonesian-Military.
26. Leonard C. Sebastian and Iis Gindarsah.
“Assessing military reform in Indonesia,”
Defense & Security Analysis 29, 4 (2013): 299.
27. Benjamin Schreer, “Moving Beyond Ambitions?
Indonesia’s Military Modernisation,” Australian
Strategic Policy Institute (November 2013), 18.
https://www.aspi.org.au/publications/movingbeyond-ambitions-indonesias-military-modernisation/

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

Strategy_Moving_beyond_ambitions.pdf.
28. Indonesia spends slightly less on defence than
Singapore, and only around a third of Australia’s
defence expenditure by 2012 figures (SIPRI
Military Expenditure Database 2013). Schreer,
“Moving Beyond Ambitions? Indonesia’s Military
Modernisation,” 18, observes Indonesia’s
defence spending to account for just 2 per
cent of total defence expenditure in Asia.
29. Schreer, “Moving Beyond Ambitions? Indonesia’s
Military Modernisation,” 18; Sebastian and Gindarsah.
“Assessing military reform in Indonesia,” 299.
30. Edward Aspinall, “The Irony of Success,”
Journal of Democracy 21, 2 (2010): 24.
31. Jun Honna, “Security challenges and military
reform in post-authoritarian Indonesia: the
impact of separatism, terrorism, and communal
violence,” in The Politics of Military Reform:
Experiences from Indonesia and Nigeria, eds J.
Rüland, M-G. Manea and H. Born (New York:
Springer-Verlag Berlin Heidelberg, 2013), 186.
32. Nani Afrida, “Military given authority to secure vital
transportation hubs,” Jakarta Post, 21 February 2015.
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2015/02/21/
military-given-authority-secure-vital-transportationhubs.html#sthash.yJ828QDk.dpuf.
33. Nani Afrida, “TNI agrees to secure country’s
prisons,” Jakarta Post, 4 April 2015. http://
www.thejakartapost.com/news/2015/04/04/
tni-agrees-secure-country-s-prisons.html. For
an overall discussion of the military’s expanding
role under Joko Widodo, see IPAC (2015).
34. Hong Liu, China and the Shaping of Indonesia,
1949–1965 (Singapore: NUS Press, 2011).
35. Franklin Weinstein, Indonesian Foreign Policy And
The Dilemma Of Dependence: From Sukarno to
Soeharto (Jakarta: Equinox, 2007 [1974]), 167, 298.
36. Rizal Sukma, Indonesia and China: The Politics of a
Troubled Relationship (London: Routledge, 1999).
37. Natasha Hamilton-Hart, Hard Interests, Soft
Illusions: Southeast Asia and American Power
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2012).
38. Sukma, Indonesia and China: The Politics
of a Troubled Relationship, 6.
39. Kemlu, “Message of Ambassador of The Republic
of Indonesia on the occasion of the 60th Anniversary
of diplomatic relations between Indonesia and
China,” 13 April 2010. http://www.kemlu.go.id/
beijing/Pages/Speech.aspx?IDP=3&l=en 13.

40. Kemlu, “Future direction of Indonesia-China
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership,” 2 October
2013. http://kemlu.go.id/Documents/RI-RRT/
Joint%20Statement%20Comprehensive%20
Strategic%20Partnership.pdf.
41. Sukma, “Indonesia and the Emerging SinoUS Rivalry in Southeast Asia,” 44.
42. Ken Conboy, “Troubled courtship: military ties
between China and Indonesia,” China Brief 2, no. 20,
December 31 2003. From www.jamestown.org.
43. “China, Indonesia vow to push forward
military-to-military relations,” China
Military Online, 17 December 2013.
44. “Militer China Puji Kehebatan Kopassus,”
Antara News, 6 June 2011.
45. “Indonesia, Chinese armed forces stage antiterror exercise,” Antara News, 3 July 2012.
46. “China, Indonesia airborne troops complete antiterrorism exercise,” Xinhua, 11 November 2013.
47. “Chinese, Indonesian airborne forces hold joint antiterror drill,” China Military Online, 27 October 2014.
48. “RI, China’s navy to hold joint military exercise,”
Antara News, 16 December 2013.
49. “TNI eyes closer cooperation with China,”
Jakarta Post, 26 February 2014.
50. Ministry of National Defense PRC,
“Chinese warship participates in ‘Komodo’
multilateral humanitarian rescue exercise,”
24 March 2014. From eng.mod.gov.cn.
51. “China, Indonesia expand military
cooperation,” Defense Update, 29 July
2012. From defense-update.com.
52. Iis Gindarsah and Adhi Priamarizki, “Indonesia’s
Maritime Doctrine and Security Concerns,” RSIS
Policy Report, (2015). From http://www.rsis.edu.sg/.
53. “Indonesia thumbs its nose at Oz by accommodating
Chinese fleet,” Jakarta Post, 16 February 2014.
54. “China sends ship, experts to assist search for
AirAsia plane,” Jakarta Post, 6 January 2015
55. See the list at China Military Online,
“Military Exchanges.” http://eng.chinamil.
com.cn/news-channels/index.html.
56. Figures for bilateral balances in services trade are not
available, but almost certainly would reduce the trade
surplus Indonesia enjoys with the United States.
57. Gregory Chin and Richard Stubbs, “China,
regional institution-building and the China–
ASEAN Free Trade Area,” Review of International

27

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

Political Economy 18, no. 3 (2011): 277–298.
58. Natasha Hamilton-Hart, Asian States, Asian
Banker: Central Banking in Southeast Asia
(New York: Cornell University Press, 2002).
59. Peter Gammeltoft and Lepi T. Tarmidi, “Chinese
foreign direct investment in Indonesia: trends,
drivers and impacts,”International Journal
of Technological Learning, Innovation, and
Development 6, no. 1–2 (2013): 151.
60. Gammeltoft and Tarmidi, “Chinese foreign
direct investment in Indonesia: trends,
drivers and impacts,” 138, 141.
61. Gammeltoft and Tarmidi, “Chinese foreign
direct investment in Indonesia: trends,
drivers and impacts,” 147–48.
62. Kemlu, “Tiongkok,” [Undated]. http://kemlu.go.id/
Pages/IFPDisplay.aspx?Name=BilateralCooperation
&IDP=58&P=Bilateral&1=id.
63. PRC Embassy, Jakarta, “Perusahaan Guangdong
dan Indonesia Tandatangani Persetujuan Senilai
1,859 Miliar Dolar Amerika (2008-09-05).” http://
id.china-embassy.org/indo/zgyyn/hfyjl/t511844.htm.
64. On deals in the early 2000s, see Evan Laksmana,
“Variations on a theme: Dimensions of ambivalence
in Indonesia–China relations,” Harvard Asia Quarterly
12, no. 1 (2011): 27; Gammeltoft and Tarmidi,
“Chinese foreign direct investment in Indonesia:
trends, drivers, and impacts.” On agricultural
investments, see Nicholas Thomas, “Going out:
China’s food security from Southeast Asia,” The
Pacific Review 26, no. 5 (2013): 531–562.
65. Linda Yulisman, “Chinese investors
encouraged to realize RI investment plans,”
The Jakarta Post, 21 January 2015.
66. “China Souring on Indonesia?” Asia Sentinel,
10 July 2013. http://www.asiasentinel.com/
econ-business/china-souring-on-indonesia/. See
also He Shan, “Chinese firms increase presence
in Indonesia,” China.org.cn, 9 July 2014.
67. Details on the CAF are available at www.chinaasean-fund.com. See also Linda Yulisman,
“RI-China joint venture to build smelter in S.
Sulawesi,” Jakarta Post, 17 January 2015.
68. CAF, “IFC Joins the China-ASEAN Investment
Cooperation Fund.” http://www.chinaasean-fund.com/news-detail.php?id=3.
69. “UPDATE 2-Shareholders of Indonesia’s Bumi
approve CIC debt deal,” Reuters, 10 January 2014.
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/01/13/
bumiresources-vote-idUSL3N0KK13F20140113.

28

70. “Indonesian companies secure Chinese deals worth
$33 bln on Xi visit,” Reuters, 3 Oct 2013. http://
www.reuters.com/article/2013/10/03/indonesiachina-investment-idUSL4N0HT21720131003.
71. Kadin, “Indonesia and China signed 12 Investment
MoU,” BSD News, 01 December 2014.
72. “Chinese businessmen urge establishment of China
desk in Indonesia,” Jakarta Post, 19 December 2014.
73. Joseph Y.S. Cheng, “China–ASEAN Economic
Co-operation and the Role of Provinces,”
Journal of Contemporary Asia 43, no. 2 (2013):
314-337; Thomas, “Going out: China’s food
security from Southeast Asia,” 531–562; Mark
Beeson and Fujian Li, “Charmed or Alarmed?
Reading China’s regional relations,” Journal of
Contemporary China 21, no. 73 (2012): 35–51.
74. Nadya Natahadibrata, “Chinese tourists overtake
Australian arrivals,” Jakarta Post, 3 June 2014.
75. “Chinese government offering scholarships to
Indonesian students,” Jakarta Post, 10 May 2011.
76. “Indonesian students in China set up
association,” Antara News, 29 October 2012.
77. Irvan Tisbabudi, “More Indonesian Students
Studying Mandarin as China Rises,”
Jakarta Globe, 10 January 2010.
78. “Din gets award from China,” Jakarta
Post, 4 December 2014.
79. Audrey Kahin and George Kahin. Subversion
as Foreign Policy: The Secret Eisenhower
and Dulles Debacle in Indonesia (Seattle:
University of Washington Press, 1995).
80. Bradley R. Simpson, Economists With Guns
(Redwood City: Stanford University Press, 2008).
81. John D. Ciorciari, The Limits of Alignment: Southeast
Asia and the Great Powers since 1975 (Washington,
DC: Georgetown University Press, 2010).
82. Hamilton-Hart, Hard Interests, Soft Illusions:
Southeast Asia and American Power; Daniel
Novotny, Torn Between America and China: Elite
Perceptions and Indonesian Foreign Policy (Institute
for Southeast Asian Studies: Singapore, 2010).
83. Murray Hiebert, Ted Osius, and Gregory
Poling, A US–Indonesia Partnership for 2020:
Recommendations for Forging a 21st Century
Relationship (Washington, DC: CSIS and
Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield, 2013).
84. Vedi Hadiz, “Indonesia: Order and Terror in a Time
of Empire,” In Empire and Neoliberalism in Asia, ed.
Vedi R. Hadiz, (London: Routledge, 2006), 123–138.

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

85. Rizal Sukma in Abraham M. Denmark, Rizal
Sukma, and Christine Parthermore,“Crafting a
Strategic Vision: A New Era of US-Indonesia
Relations,” (Center for a New American Security,
June 2010), 42. http://www.cnas.org/files/
documents/publications /CNAS _Crafting%20
a%20Strategic %20Vision_Denmark.pdf.
86. Dewi Fortuna Anwar, “An Indonesian
Perspective on the US Rebalancing Effort
toward Asia,” 26 February 2013. http://www.
nbr.org/research/activity.aspx?id=320.
87. Kemlu, “Transcript Clinton visit joint press
conference 2009.” From www.kemlu.go.id.
88. Hillary Clinton, “A Conversation with US
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton,”
Council on Foreign Relations, Washington, DC,
July 15. http://www.cfr.org/diplomacy-andstatecraft/council-foreign-relations-addresssecretary-state-hillary-clinton/p19840.
89. “The US growing interest in Southeast
Asia,” Jakarta Post, 30 July 2009.
90. Indonesian Embassy in Washington, “Bilateral
Relations.” From http://www.embassyofindonesia.
org/wordpress/?page_id=516.
91. Dino Patti Djalal, Speech to the 2010 United
States–Indonesia Society Conference on the
Indonesia–United States Comprehensive
Partnership, Jakarta, March 2, 2010; Denmark,
Sukma, and Parthermore,“Crafting a Strategic
Vision: A New Era of US–Indonesia Relations.”
92. Retno Marsudi in Denmark, Sukma, and
Parthermore,“Crafting a Strategic Vision: A
New Era of US–Indonesia Relations,” 41.
93. Prashanth Parameswaran, “Explaining US strategic
partnerships in the Asia–Pacific region: origins,
developments and prospects,” Contemporary
Southeast Asia 36, issue 2 (2014): 278.
94. “Joint Statement by the United States of America
and the Republic of Indonesia”, 26 October
2015. From https://www.whitehouse.gov/
the-press-office/2015/10/26/joint-statementunited-states-america-and-republic-indonesia.
95. Hillary Clinton, “America’s Pacific Century,” Foreign
Policy, 11 October 2011. http://foreignpolicy.
com/2011/10/11/americas-pacific-century/.
96. US Embassy Jakarta, ‘US–Indonesia Relations.’
3 Sept 2012. From jakarta.usembassy.gov.
97. Anwar, “An Indonesian Perspective on the
US Rebalancing Effort toward Asia.”

98. US Department of State, “The East Asia–Pacific
Rebalance: Expanding US Engagement.”
17 December 2013. From http://www.
state.gov/r/pa/pl/2013/218776.htm.
99. Veeramalla Anjaiah, “RI, US to hold joint exercises,
involving 1,800 personnel,” Quoted in Jakarta
Post, 5 June 2013. http://www.thejakartapost.
com/news/2013/06/05/ri-us-hold-jointexercises-involving-1800-personnel.html.
100. Hiebert, Osius, and Poling, A US–Indonesia
Partnership for 2020: Recommendations
for Forging a 21st Century Relationship.
101. US Department of Defense, “Pa-Com Chief
Lauds US–Indonesia Ties, Urges Closer
Cooperation,” DoD News, 10 April 2008.
102. Denmark, Sukma, and Parthermore,“Crafting
a Strategic Vision: A New Era of USIndonesia Relations,” 14–16.
103. Indonesian Embassy in Washington, “Bilateral
Relations.” From http://www.embassyofindonesia.
org/wordpress/?page_id=516.
104. US Department of State, Bureau of International
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, “Country
Report: Indonesia 2014.” From www.state.gov; Evi
Mariani, “DEA, BNN forge cooperation to stamp
out drug groups,” Jakarta Post, 14 August 2004.
105. US Department of Defense, “Panetta: USIndonesia Security Partnership Expanding,” DoD
News, 23 October 2011; US Embassy, Jakarta,
“US–Indonesia Relations,” 3 September 2012.
106. “US, Indonesia conduct joint military exercise
in Malang,” Quoted in Jakarta Post, 11 June
2012. http://www.thejakartapost.com/
news/2012/06/11/us-indonesia-conductjoint-military-exercise-malang.html.
107. Guy Taylor, “Indonesia wants to aid US in Islamic
State fight, top military commander says,”
Washington Times, 18 December 2014.
108. US Department of Defense, “PaCom Chief Lauds
US–Indonesian Ties, Urges Closer Cooperation.”
DoD News, 10 April 2008; US Embassy, Jakarta,
“US–Indonesia Relations.” 3 September 2012;
“Military Spending in South-East Asia: Shopping
Spree,” The Economist, 24 March 2012.
109. US Department of Defense, “Hagel
Announces Deal to Sell US Helicopters to
Indonesia,” DoD News, 26 August 2013.
110. “US ready to provide RI’s military equipment,”
Jakarta Post, 24 January 2015. http://www.
thejakartapost.com/news/2015/01/24/us-

29

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

ready-provide-ri-s-military-equipment.html.
111. “SBY Thanks McCain for US Support to Modernize
RI Military,” Jakarta Post, 12 August 2014.
112. Taylor, “Indonesia wants to aid US in Islamic
State fight, top military commander says,”
Washington Times, 18 December 2014.
113. US Embassy, Jakarta, “Mobile Money
Initiative & the US-Indonesia Comprehensive
Partnership,” 19 November 2011.
114. Indonesian Embassy in Washington, “Bilateral
Relations,” From www.embassyofindonesia.org.
115. US Embassy, Jakarta, “Expansion of Peace Corps
Indonesia Program,” 19 November 2011.
116. US Peace Corps, “Peace Corps Expands
Program in Indonesia,” 21 June 2011.
117. US Embassy, Jakarta, “US-Indonesian Trade &
Investment Relationship,” 19 November 2011.
118. US Embassy, Jakarta, “US-Indonesia
Relations,” 3 September 2012.
119. Linda Yulisman, “RI pursues retaliation on US over
cigarette row,” Jakarta Post, 15 March 2014.
120. “President says Indonesia intends to join TPP trade
deal,” Reuters, 26 October 2015; “Indonesia’s
trade minister calls for TPP membership in
two years,” Reuters, 9 October 2015.
121. US Embassy, Jakarta, “US–Indonesia Collaboration
on Science & Technology,” 19 November 2011;
Indonesian Embassy in Washington, “Bilateral
Relations.” From www.embassyofindonesia.org.
122. Second Tropical Forest Conservation Act Agreement,
US–Indonesia Environment & Climate Change
Cooperation, US Embassy, 19 November 2011.
http://jakarta.usembassy.gov/pr_11192011_6.html.
123. Richardson Kilis, “US Trends in Indonesian
Student Enrollment,” Jakarta Globe, n.d.;
US Embassy, Jakarta, “US-Indonesia
Relations,” 3 September 2012.
124. USAID, “Scholarship” at http://www.usaid.
gov/indonesia/participant-training.
125. US Embassy, Jakarta, “Fulbright Program” at http://
jakarta.usembassy.gov/study/fulbright.html.
126. US Embassy, Jakarta, “US-Indonesian Trade &
Investment Relationship,” 19 November 2011.
127. “Universities want more Indonesian students:
US.” Jakarta Post, 6 October 2012.
128. Said Irandoust, “High time for
internationalization of Indonesian higher
learning,” Jakarta Post, 11 January 2014.

30

129. Sukma, “Indonesia and the Emerging
Sino–US Rivalry in Southeast Asia.”
130. Evelyn Goh, “Southeast Asian perspectives
on the China challenge,” Journal of Strategic
Studies 30, no. 4-5 (2007): 809-832.
131. Anwar, “An Indonesian Perspective on the
US Rebalancing Effort toward Asia.”
132. Sukma, “Indonesia and the Emerging SinoUS Rivalry in Southeast Asia”; Anwar,
“An Indonesian Perspective on the US
Rebalancing Effort toward Asia.”
133. Goh, “Southeast Asian perspectives on the China
challenge,”; Beeson and Li, “Charmed or Alarmed?
Reading China’s regional relations”; Chin and Stubbs,
“China, regional institution-building and the China–
ASEAN Free Trade Area”; Cheng, “China-ASEAN
Economic Co-operation and the Role of Provinces.”
134. Michael Yahuda, “China’s New Assertiveness in
the South China Sea,” Journal of Contemporary
China 22, no. 81 (2013): 446–459.
135. David Ljunggren, “Deeper Asian Splits
Possible After South China Sea Spat:
Indonesia,” Reuters, 23 August 2012.
136. Christopher Freise, “By Invitation, Mostly: the
International Politics of the US Security Presence,
China, and the South China Sea,” Working
Paper 247 (S. Rajaratnam School of International
Studies, Singapore, 28 August 2012).
137. Ristian Atriandi Supriyanto, “Indonesia’s
Natuna Islands: Next Flashpoint in the South
China Sea?” No. 033 (S. Rajaratnam School of
International Studies, 16 February 2015). http://
www.rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/co15033indonesias-natuna-islands-next-flashpointin-the-south-china-sea/#.Vi6XLiu3SxU.
138. Jack Greig, “Indonesia and China’s energy
security ambitions in the South China Sea,”
The Strategist, 22 May 2014. http://www.
aspistrategist.org.au/indonesia-and-chinas-energysecurity-ambitions-in-the-south-china-sea.
139. Andrew Marshall, “Remote, gas-rich
islands on Indonesia’s South China Sea
frontline,” Reuters, 25 August 2014.
140. Ridzwan Rahmat, “Indonesia to station Su27, Su-30s on South China Sea islands,”
HIS Jane’s 360, 31 March 2014.
141. Connelly, “Indonesian foreign policy
under President Jokowi,” 10–13.
142. Berni Moestafa and Sharon Chen, “China’s

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

Advance Spurs Indonesian Military Shift:
Southeast Asia,” Bloomberg, 29 May 2014.

2014-2019: An insider’s forecast,” RSIS
Commentary no. 250 (22 December 2012).

143. Andrea Tan, “China must avoid destabilizing Asia:
Indonesia army chief,” Bloomberg, 30 October 2014.

160. Mustaqim Adamrah, “ASEAN unity can blunt effects
of US-China rivalry,” Jakarta Post, 17 November 2011.

144. “China defends land reclamation in South China
Sea,” Jakarta Post, 24 November 2014.
145. Prashanth Parameswaran, “Indonesia
Sinks First Vessel From China Under
Jokowi,” The Diplomat, 21 May 2015.

161. Sabam Siagian and Endy M. Bayuni,
“Why should the US be involved in Asia,”
Jakarta Post, 9 October 2013. http://www.
thejakartapost.com/news/2013/10/09/
why-should-us-be-involved-asia.html.

146. Nani Afrida, “Military to create joint force in western
Indonesia,” Jakarta Post, 20 February 2015.

162. Weiss, “Indonesia, America and China’s NineDash Line,” World Post, 10 March 2015.

147. “Why China is creating a new ‘World Bank’ for
Asia,” The Economist, 11 November 2014.

163. Dave McRae, “Indonesian Politics in 2013:
The Emergence of New Leadership?”
Bulletin of Indonesian Economic Studies
49, no. 30 (2013): 289–304.

148. Yoichi Funabashi, “A futile boycott of China’s
bank will not push Xi out of his back yard,”
Financial Times, 9 December 2014.
149. “Three major nations absent as China launches World
Bank rival in Asia,” Reuters, 5 November 2014.
150. Gabrielle Chan, “Australia won’t join Asian
infrastructure bank ‘until rules change’,” The
Guardian, 31 October 2014. http://www.theguardian.
com/australia-news/2014/oct/31/australia-wontjoin-asian-infrastructure-bank-until-rules-change.
151. Mervyn Piesse, “Jokowi Pledges Support for
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank,”
Future Directions International, 1 July 2015.
152. “Indonesia could soon join China-backed Asian
infrastructure bank,” Reuters, 4 November 2014.
153. Indonesia-Investments, “Indonesia Signs
MoU to Join Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank,” 29 November 2014. From http://
www.indonesia-investments.com.
154. Shofwan Al Banna Choiruzzad. “Indonesia forges
stronger ties with China to boost economy,”
The Conversation, 19 November 2014.
155. Malia Rochma, “Banking on infrastructure: A lesson
from China,” Jakarta Post, 17 December 2014.
156. Stanley Weiss, “Indonesia, America and China’s
Nine-Dash Line,” World Post, 10 March 2015.
157. Sukma in Denmark, Sukma, and
Parthermore,“Crafting a Strategic Vision: A
New Era of US-Indonesia Relations,” 42.
158. Muhamad AS. Hikam, “Menyongsong 2014-2019:
Memperkuat Indonesia Dalam Dunia yang Berubah,”
(Jakarta: Badan Intelijen Negara, 2014). http://
www.bin.go.id/asset/upload/images/Buku%20
Menyongsong%202014-2019%20highress.pdf
159. Noor Farish, 2012. “Indonesia’s trajectory

164. Jokowi-JK, “Jalan Perubahan untuk Indonesia
yang Berdaulat, Mandiri dan Berkepribadian: Visi
Misi, dan Program Aksi,” (2014). http://kpu.go.id/
koleksigambar/VISI_MISI_Jokowi-JK.pdf 12–14.
165. Jokowi-JK, “Jalan Perubahan untuk Indonesia
yang Berdaulat, Mandiri dan Berkepribadian:
Visi Misi, dan Program Aksi,” 13.
166. “‘Hassan’s Boys’ Shape RI’s Current
Diplomacy”, Jakarta Post, 12 October 2009.
167. Retno Marsudi, “Paparan Menteri Luar Negeri
RI, Retno L.P. Marsudi pada Rapat kerja Antara
Komisi I DPR RI dengan Kementerian Luar Negeri
Republik Indonesia,” 12 February 2015.
168. Evi Fitriani, (2015) Podcast interview with Dave
McRae on Indonesia’s foreign policy available
at http://indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.
au/talking-indonesia-foreign-policy-underjokowi/ ; Charlotte Setijadi, (2015) Podcast
interview with Dave McRae available at http://
indonesiaatmelbourne.unimelb.edu.au/talkingindonesia-chinese-indonesians-and-chinas-rise/.
169. Joko Widodo, “Pidato Presiden RI Joko Widodo
Pada KTT ke-9 Asia Timur,” November 13,
2014. http://setkab.go.id/pidato-presiden-rijoko-widodo-pada-ktt-ke-9-asia-timur-di-naypyi-taw-myanmar-13-november-2014/.
170. Rizal Sukma, “The Global Maritime Fulcrum and
Indonesia’s Foreign Policy,” RSIS Distinguished Public
Lecture, 4 March 2015. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?feature=player_embedded&v=EG3yurxmst4.
171. “Proyek Tol Laut Jokowi Butuh Dana Rp 2.000
Triliun” Tribunnews, 24 September 2014. http://
www.tribunnews.com/bisnis/2014/09/24/proyektol-laut-jokowi-butuh-dana-rp-2000-triliun.

31

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

172. The White House, “FACT SHEET: US–
Indonesia Maritime Cooperation”, 26 October
2015. From https://www.whitehouse.gov/
the-press-office/2015/10/26/fact-sheetus-indonesia-maritime-cooperation.
173. “Chronology of China’s Belt and Road Initiative,”
Xinhuanet, 28 March 2015. http://news.xinhuanet.
com/english/2015-03/28/c_134105435.htm.
174. Joint Statement on Strengthening
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between
the People’s Republic of China and the
Republic of Indonesia. 28 March 2015.
175. “RRT Akan Terlibat Dalam Pembangunan 24
Pelabuhan, 15 Airport, Dan 8.700 Km Jalan
Kereta,” Setkab.go.id, 22 April 2015.
176. Bentley, “Mapping the nine-dash line:
recent incidents involving Indonesia in the
South China Sea,” 29 October 2013.
177. Sukma, “The Global Maritime Fulcrum and
Indonesia’s Foreign Policy,” (2015).
178. “Hikmahanto: Presiden Jokowi Wajib Berbahasa
Indonesia di Forum APEC,” HukumOnline, 9
November 2014. http://www.hukumonline.com/
berita/baca/lt545f8902a3609/hikmahanto--presidenjokowi-wajib-berbahasa-indonesia-di-forum-apec.
179. “Di Forum Internasional, Jokowi Tak Mau
Duduk di Deret Pinggir,” CNN Indonesia,
2 March 2015. http://www.cnnindonesia.
com/nasional/20150302125701-20-36032/
di-forum-internasional-jokowi-tak-maududuk-di-deret-pinggir/%3E.
180. Dave McRae, “‘Jokowi’ and his firing squads,”
Strategic Review, July–September 2015.
http://www.sr-indonesia.com/in-the-journal/
view/jokowi-and-his-firing-squads.
181. Diane Zhang, “By the numbers: Indonesia’s
executions of foreigners,” ABC The Drum.
27 February 2015. http://www.abc.net.au/
news/2015-02-26/zhang-indonesia-likelyto-execute-more-foreigners/6263122.
182. “Menteri Susi Siap Pinjamkan Pesawat Buat Bom
Kapal Pencuri Ikan,” Liputan6, 7 November 2014.
183. “Susi: We Sink Pretty Big Ships Compared
to Ours,” Tempo.co, 11 December 2014.
184. “Hari Kebangkitan Nasional, Menteri
Susi Tenggelamkan 45 Kapal,” CNN
Indonesia, 29 April 2015.
185. “Tiongkok Tak Senang Susi Tenggelamkan Kapal
Pencuri Ikan,” kompas.com, 22 May 2015.

32

186. Jokowi-JK, “Jalan Perubahan untuk Indonesia
yang Berdaulat, Mandiri dan Berkepribadian:
Visi Misi, dan Program Aksi.”
187. “Presiden Jokowi: Politik Indonesia Bebas
Aktif, Manfaatnya Harus Dirasakan Rakyat,”
Setkab.go.id, 30 January 2015.
188. Evi Fitriani, 2015a. “Yudhoyono’s Foreign Policy:
Is Indonesia a Rising Power?” in The Yudhoyono
Presidency, eds. Edward Aspinall, Marcus
Mietzner and Dirk Tomsa, (Singapore: ISEAS,
2015), 73-90; Sukma, “The Global Maritime
Fulcrum and Indonesia’s Foreign Policy.”
189. Dino Patti Djalal, “A shifting international perception
of Indonesia,” Jakarta Post, 6 May 2015.

UNITED STATES STUDIES CENTRE | EMERGING US SECURITY PARTNERSHIPS IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA
INDONESIA: BALANCING THE UNITED STATES AND CHINA, AIMING FOR INDEPENDENCE

About the authors
Dr Natasha Hamilton-Hart
Director of the Southeast Asia Studies
Centre of the New Zealand Asia Institute
Natasha Hamilton-Hart is a professor in the Department of Management
and International Business of the University of Auckland Business School
and director of the Southeast Asia Studies Centre of the New Zealand Asia
Institute. She has a BA (Hons) from the University of Otago and a PhD from
Cornell University.
Hamilton-Hart joined the University of Auckland in 2011, after teaching at
the National University of Singapore for ten years and holding a postdoctoral
fellowship at the Australian National University. Her research interests lie in the
areas of comparative and international political economy, particularly the political
economy of monetary policy and financial regulation, business–government
relations in South-East Asia, and the international relations of East Asia. She is
the author of Asian States, Asian Bankers: Central Banking in South-East Asia
and Hard Interests, Soft Illusions: South-East Asia and American Power.

Dr Dave McRae
Senior Research Fellow at the University
of Melbourne’s Asia Institute
Dave McRae is a senior research fellow at the University of Melbourne’s Asia
Institute and an associate in the Centre for Indonesian Law, Islam, and Society.
His current research interests include contemporary Indonesian politics,
Indonesian foreign policy, Australia–Indonesia relations, and regional security
issues. He is the author of A Few Poorly Organized Men: Interreligious Violence
in Poso, Indonesia and translator of Solahudin’s The Roots of Terrorism in
Indonesia.
From 2011 until January 2014, McRae was a research fellow in the East Asia
Program at the Lowy Institute for International Policy, covering Indonesia
and South-East Asia. As lead researcher for the World Bank’s Conflict and
Development Team in Indonesia between 2008 and 2010, he led a research
program on interventions to prevent conflict and address its impacts. Prior to
this, he worked for the Jakarta office of the International Crisis Group between
2004 and 2006, researching and writing reports on most of Indonesia’s major
conflict areas. He wrote his PhD at the Australian National University on postauthoritarian inter-religious violence in Indonesia.

33

United States Studies Centre
Institute Building (H03)
The University of Sydney NSW 2006
Phone:
Email:
Twitter:
Website:

+61 2 9351 7249
us-studies@sydney.edu.au
@ussc
ussc.edu.au

